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EE__ 25 class that ranks as the best I the Mountain West Conference.
REBELS' CLASS OF 2008: Future palnt guard set to sign

Bellfield expected to make UNLY choice officlal

By MATT YOLUMANS
REVIEW-JOURMAL

Mare Infa
[3oin Det=x aug 2007) | * UNLY Basketbali - Men
[ocation: The 3
Wﬁ. Hmhuﬂ Qscar Bellfledd, rght, tock part in the adidas Super 64 Toumament in Las Vegas o July.
) Phote by John Locher
Sakus: - Offtine .
Theacls 18,817[ | On rore than one occasion, Oscar Belifield was offered a schelarship to play basketball at UNLY.

Theawiked ”Fus Tiirees in 8,556 Posis| | Every dme, he declined.

For more than two years, Belifield, a 6-foot-1-inch point guard from Los Angeles, played a walting
My Mood: E game with college recrulters. He rejected mast of them. |

Groae: B| | He shot down his first offer from Washington after hls freshman year of high scheol, and centinuad
Groaned B Times In 3 Fosts) | his defensive stance as UNLY, San Dlego State, Oregon State, Washington State and others made
subsequent advances.

E ] didn"t want to rush Into something,” he sakd. *1 wanted to make sure it was the right cholce.”

Most Popular Stories

# Punches thrown In fans' charge

# Pacquiao-Marguez M1 not on fast brack

# 515" new ocwners plan to change team name in "09

# Kruger says he's staying with Rebels

# 'THIS KID 1S DENNIS RODMAN®: Enargetic Rougeau keeps Rebels' wheels in motion
# Findlay junior Lopaz commits b Rebels

# Rebels envision greater strides

# Byl does not want repeat performance

# NCAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT: Rebels’ Fake in Terry's hands
# FD GRANEY: No. 8 s2ed puts Rebels on treacherous path

After a few bwists and turns In his recruiting tale, Balfiekd committed ko the Rebels [n eardy March.
The senlor from Westchester High School plans to send In his tetter of Intent today, when the spring
signing perigd opens.

*The UNLY program, each year, |s getting better and better,” Belifield sald.

The Rebels are 57-15 with three NCAS Tournament wins in the past two years, But toach Len
¥ruger's four-player recrulting class for 2008 is Aot creating much hype.
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A1l Star Sparts recruiting anabyst Bob Glbbans said UNLY's incoming group could rank In the op 3¢
natkonally.

" think this is a geod class. There's nok 2 McDonald's All-American, but Lon is not geared to go after
those players,” Glbbons said, "He seems bo want guys who are a good Rt In the program and can be
coachable.”

Glbbons said Mew Mexico Is signing a top 25 class that ranks as the best In the Mountain
West Conferanca,

Belifeld and 5- 10 center Brioe Massamba From Findlay Prep in Henderson can sign with the Rebels
taday. Signing in November were Deshawn Mitchell, 2 6-5 forward frem Monmouth Academy In
Howell, M., and 6-8 forward Darrs Santee from Midland {Texas) College.

Mone of those players is a five-star prospect, but the ranking of recrults is far from an exact sclence.

UNLY was tn the hunt for two highly touted senior forwards —- Luke Babbitt from Galena High and Jeff
Taylor from Hobbs, N.M. Babbitt crally commiftied to Ohio State but reneged and will sign with UNR.
Taylor efiminated the Rebels when he narmowed his list to three schoods, and Texas is the favorite o
get him.

Glbbons sald "Las Vegas has a lot to offer,” and his opinion IS that UNLY's coaching stalf s recruiting
wisely. :

"They just don't seem to have success recruiting those high-profile guys at this polet. But they dor't
just automatically assume they're not going bo get a kid. They are making the &ffort,” Gibbons sald.

“There's something to be said for efficlency In recrulting, and not spending all thelr time going after
kids who will probably go to Arizona or UCLA. But look at Lon's success. They get good guys.”

Gibbons sald his analysls of the Rebels' dass is incomplete because he knows litte about Mitchell, a
passible sleeper.

"Massamba can be an Inside force,” Gibbons said. "If Santes was still around in the spring, a coath
llke Tom Crean at Indiana would kove £o have him.*

Kruger has one scholarship remaining, and it might g to Rena Rougeau for his senlor year. Rougeau,
who sHl is paylng his own way through school, starbed 27 games for the Rebels as a junior.

With slx newcomers next seasen -- & groug that indudes two redshirts, freshman center Beas Hamga
and sophemore polnt guard Tre"Won Willis -- it's logical that UNLY's final scholarship should go to
Rougeau or a transfer.

Malcolm Thomas, a 6-9 freshman from Pepperdine, |s showing Interest in the Rebels. Thomas might
be leaning toward bransferring to UCLA.

Gibbons sald Bellicld should "It In perfecty In Kruger's style of play® as a backup point guard next
SEason.

As a junlor 3t Woodrand HiSs {Callé.) Taft High, Belifield drew interest -- but no offers -- frem Kansas,
Oregon and Southem Cailfornia. Last summer, after he struggled with a greln injury and played
poorly In & summer tournament in Las Yegas, his options dwindled.

The Kansas recruiters were long gone, and the UNLY coaching staff also backed off.

But Bellifleld put together a strong senfor season at Westchester High, and after three players drapped
off the Rebels' roster, a scholarship opened and the two sldes were brought back together,

Belifield was no longer in positdion Lo walt for 3 call from 2 top Pac-10 Ceonference program. He jumped
at his final offer from LINLY, .

“anokher chance came, and I realty wanted to go there,” said Bellfield, who has a long relationship
with. Rebels assistant coach Lew Hill, "We've been kalking for a while. I feei everything worked cut
well, I wouldn't regret anything.”

Contact reporter Matt Youmans at myoumans@reviewjournal.com or 702-387-2907.
Unks powered by Infarm.comhttp:/ fwww. lvrj, com/sports/ 17801564, htm|
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MOUNTAIN WEST'S OPENING ALCT: Rebels' dearna nearly 2 flop

UMLY survives sloppy showing, slips past Lobos

By WATT YOUMANS
LAS YEGAS REVIEW-JOURMAL

Afoar another dramatic finish at tha buzzer. UNLY sophomone guard Tre"vVon Willis was notin 2
<ekebratory mood.

He said he was "bimmed,” and he ciferad an apology to his teaminates. But, most Importzntdy, he
WES nok sory abaut the result,

[ | Waks scored 15 painks, and the Rebels banely escaped with o 5058 victory over Mew Méd o on
Saturday night In the Mountaln West Conference opaner at the Thomes B Mack Center,

“We'E taka the win. But 2t the ﬂn..i:!! we're ol unhappy with our effort,” Willls sail. "We were
disappodnted in our effort.”

UKLY {13-2) extended its home winaing streak against MWC opponents to 25 garnes, but the joumey
1 that destination weas 3 40-minute siruggle.

The Rebels missed five free throws i the fisal 37 seconds, and hid to hold on during & white-knudde
ending.

The bobos' Chad Toppert missed an open 3-point attempt with five seconds beft, and after the ball
took & high bounce off the Am, Tony Danridge rebounded and migsad a short shot In the lane o the
buzzer,

"We had a et bouble 2t e lee twera ak the enyd and gave them opportunities,” UNLY coach 1on
Kruger sakd. “We feaf fortunabe to come out with a win*

Witz mads a Dig play out OF 4 imeout with 1:04 remaining, when be trove sirong through the lane
for a Ryup ' put the Rebals ahead 58-53.

“That is exactly the play we wanted,” Kruger sald. "Tre deowve the ball and made 2 nice Anish.”

ARter UHLY's Mareceo Rutiedge missed two free throws, Jonathan Wills made a 3-pokster to cul Kew
Mexict's deficlt to 56-56 with 14 secondy left. Wilks went ta the free-throw Ine and shot an air balf on
his Mret atterpt. He regrouped and made the sacond shot.

Toppert hit twi free theows with 3.4 seconds to 9o, WHls was foulad again, and he missed the first
shot and made the second.

"I made the game & jitde doser at the end,” said Wiks, who made 7 of 11 free throws. “0 was 3 Rije
bummed about that (alr ball). [ fekt I lot my team tdown. [ apologized to the team and sald i will

never hagpen agaln.”
Daniel Faris, tha Lobos' 6-foot-2-Inch, 245-pound forward, finished with 19 points.

"Farls s a wugh guy,” Kruger sald, "He's unheraided with what he's daing and how pood he's
playing.”

Danridge finished with 10 points end 10 rebounds for New Maxics (9-6).

http:/fthelobolair.com/forum/showihread. php?8134-L VRI-Rebels-Drama-Nearly-a-Flop&...  3/18/2010 |
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Rebels senlors Joe Darger add Réne Rougeay sconed nine paints epch, Darger had 10 rebounds, and
Rougesu grabbed saven.

faris scored Inside to put the Lobos up 38-33 three minutes i e second ha, prompting Kruger to
use 8 Hmecut.

D_m.__.n.._nn..u 3-painter pulted the Rebels within 43-41, and Darrls Santee’s iayup ted I at 43 with 10:33

Rougeau scored on & reverse yup, was foulad by Roman Martiner and Antshed the thres-point play
o pu UNLY up 46-44. Rougeay dribbled off a Santee screen and knocked dovwn a 1700t jumper to
make the scone 48-44 a the 5:09 mark.

Tha Lobos bed 52-50 after Farls® layup with 5:20 1o g¢. RoUgeau mage & jurper and WIlils bt twio fres
throws t3 put URLY ahead 54-53 with 4:11 remaining.

WHIE' twa free throws extended the Jead to 56-53 with 1:50 to play.
Faris scored 10 polnts to [ Baw Maxico to & 3&-30 hathime lead.

The Febels played sluggishly for most off the Arst half, confirming Kruger's concemns of an emotional
letdown three days aftes UNLV'E 56-55 upset win at 13th-ranked Lovisville.

T definitedy think & was a letdowm,” Dergar sald. "we didn't come In and play with the intensiy e
w2 hoped. .

“It's something that seems to happen be teams sometimes. We didnt play so well. We were real
sloppy with: the bl and had a lot of unforced turnovers.”

Senbor guand Wink Adems, cut since Dec. 23 with 3 lower abdomins Injury, sntered ot 1225 of the
first half with the Rebels trailing 17-13. Adams was ottt of e, and e shot 0-for~6 and did not
SCONe,

UNLY is off untd playing at Texas Christian on Saturday.
Contact reporter Matt Youmans at myoumans@reviewjournalcom or 702-387-2H7.

UNLY &0
Hew Mesdeo 58

NEW MEXICO Min FG-A FT-A R A FF FTS

Matinez 30 0-Z20-0 7050

Farlm 318133630119

Gary132-31-11245

McDonald 18 E-40-0213 2

Banridge 37 5-17 0-1 103 2 10

Wills 12 1-3 1-2 0004

Garth 26 3-56 2-5343%

.| Brown 814005022
Toppert 25 2-52-26 1407

TOTALS 200 23-57 9-17 41 11 20 58

Fekd goals—80.4%. Free throws—51,.9%.

Theee-point goals—3-12 (Garth 1-1, Wills 1-2, Toppers 1-4, McDonakd =1, Danridge 0-2, Martinez §-
7% Team rabounds--4. Blocksd shets--3 (Danridoe, Garth, Brown). Tumowers--14 (Canrtdge 3, Fars
3, Garth 3, Gary 3, Brows, Martinez), Steals—3 (Faris, Gary, Martinez).

UNLY Min FG-A FT-A R A PF TP

k-]

Walloce 17 14 2-2 2005
Rutledge 20 1-32-4 4015
Hoffrman 00-0 -0 0 OG0
Massamba 9 0-1 002020

Michell 72-30-1200

TOTALS 200 19-53 16-26 38 12 1% §0

Field goads--35.6%. Free throws--61.5%.

Three-point goals--6-24 [Danger 3-7, Rutladge 1-2, Ballfieid 1-3, Wakace 1-3, Adams 0-4, Willls 0-5).
Team rebounds—4. Rlocked shots--4 [Santes 3, Rougeau). Turminvers--11 (Wils 3, Belfield 2, Adams
2, Dargar, Rougeau, Santee, Massamba). Steais--S (Rutdedge 2, Santee, Darger, Rougasu).

A--14, 109, Officlaks--Eric Curry, Tony Padily, Fowmy Casas, Technkce! fiouls—hione.

New Medeo 32 26 — 5B
UNLY 30 38 -- &0

bitp://thelobolair.com/foram/showthread. php?8134-LVRI-Rebels-Drama-Nearly-a-Flop&...  3/18/2010
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playing weil in all an=as.

The Rebalz can cafl & & sluggish effort on their part, but the Lobos were flat i key aress 3¢ well - FTs

I'dl cali & & Slug fest that they were Fortunate 1o win, Credit the Lobos for finding ways to have #
chance 20 win at one of the moghest home courts in the eague against & quality team despite not

Raply With Quete:
Tha Following 4 Ussts Say Thank You to Lobosxpat For This liseful Post
Burmo koba, Sershwolf, Lobodawgdz, kobodck
+ Reply b Thrasd :
T
« Previcus Thread | Kext Thrsad »
Thread Enlormetion

There are cumently 1 ssary Srowsing thiy theesd. (0 members and 1 guests)

hitp://thelobolair.com/forum/showthread.php?8134-LVRI-Rebels-Drama-Nearly-a-Flop&...  3/18/2010



Case 2:10-cv-00584-RLH-LRL Document 1-1 Filed 04/22/10 Page 10 of 89

LVRJ: Rebels' Drama Nearly a Flop Page 4of 4

[T | ——
Bruger rejects Rebele' ‘futiges’ P——
By bacigar?7 i loruen. Aoed Pra Laat Post: (3- F0-2008, 06:03 PN
REVIEW-JOURNMAL: SOUNDED AT THE FIT: Ghica, Lobos siam Rebeale Reples: 2
By S8L.0BC b frun Aford Er i am Las Prit: 05052000, (029 PM
LWRD Articte - FORMER WOOSTERS STAR: Aloesl buiees iws 2t Sisbals ngain Reples: 5
By Laboten I fonusn Aliond Bre - ' Last Poet: 0S-(0-008, 6705 P
PUTURE LGSO DPPONENT: Dulansbes BRIt Mot Eaough for Rebats : © Reghes:§
By oo In forum Aord B Last Post: 12-21-2507, 0523 Pl
LV 31 Ralbale i 9t of Sheir mivery Rephes: 1
B Bl In forum Leck's Lair Last Post: 13-3-2007, D15 M |
SOelonaie
[ o calicio.ve
gy
& srusiialrpon
B coughe
Fouling Permissiom
Yous may nok post new treads B8 cedda k On
Yool may not post raglies: Suslles a4 DN
Yoo may not; post Thtacunents 1] mode b On
Tou oy 0ot R your odts WTML codw s OFF

Farum: Relaa
[ vt oonste stie [ —enihis: -1 TLL.com Home Archive Top

Al Zhimes are GMT -5 The Sae now ks 1003 AL

htip://thelobolair.com/forum/showthread php?8134-LVRJ-Rebels-Drama-Nearly-a-Flop&... 3/18/2010



¢ LIHIHXH

Case 2:10-cv-00584-RLH-LRL Document 1-1 Filed 04/22/10 Page 11 of 89

¢ LIdIHXH



Case 2:10-cv-00584-RLH-LRL Document 1-1 Filed 04/22/10 Page 12 of 89

Utes' Boylen: MWC needs to schedule tougher teams Page 10f11

[ towe | avmie [ waarvsiows [ avcads | colowin | fAm | serbars | men | waf I 1] |

Comeaunily  Foumacisss  QuikLinke  Dowam Aol Sench

& Forum UMM Alfoed B Utes' Bovless MW neads to scheduls bougher beams

¥ this s your first s, be Sute ko chuch out the FRAE By ciciing W Bk abve. Tow Wiy have - ragheier before vou can post: ok the megictr ek abows: 1o
Prcmad. To stk whiwieg messages, saiect the formam St yow wast ko visk from the ssertion belioes,

+Raply bo Thrsad Resde L 17 of 17
Thread: Wes' Beylar: MW neads to scheduls
Woughe: besms
| Treac Tk Cigny |
A5-25-3000 1
RedPitSen

EEEE Utes® Boyian: MG naets to schadiis beagher taams

In bvo years 3k LRah, coach Jim Bovlen has made an Impact on Mounltain West Confersmce basioetball
in . variaty of ways.

EBovien i opinionatec. His sidaline aneice can be ertestaining sideahows. He somatimes grabs a
micraphane and shouts 1o the hame crowd aier wins. He has cried In news corderences.

Ll

e ommsresT e reeeeecey | He @ lso pubded the Lites to 2 No. S sead in the NCAA Tourma ment lst saagon, the highest send in the
Prgt 1648 | conference’s 10-pear history,

U K & | Boylen Biks about tesching his players to be fearkess snd tough, so e schedules the same way --
Saus: Outing] | 2pd e bopes the rest of tha beag ue's coaches sart o do the same.

T eEey "L e iy Quys vl plby snybody, woytines, soywhene, ™ ke saif_ "[ wank tem o think e chat.
Thesleed 44,048 Ties I 8779 Foas)

“So many guys are scheduling ko win 20 garnes. It domsnt matter. It's who you play. What are your

- oy | _
Wytook: ST | 17 the Mowrtain West is t be congicersd an slite coslerence, Baylen said, ks coaches must scheduie
Lroan: #| | with less cautson and more Eoughness. :

Srosnad 14 Twein & Befars the MWC toumament in Merch, Boylen said, “We set the standard for the lnague, how pou get
ind the FCAA Toumarseal, who you have to play and how you should men your pregeam, in mp

opinion.”
I Bayien said he's not citicizing cther coaches, but hes not backing off thet commment, either. =] really
Feed that way,” he said, alac explainiag thal recrulty wand bo play i big-timae garmes.

Tha Utes beat Gongaga #nd Louistana Stats last seasom 3nd lost o Calfomla, Didahoma sad Utah
State, Mext season, Utah s set to play LSU, Oidaboma, Utah State, Minok, Michigan snd Okiahoma
State,

But next oh Boylen's schedule is the American Canter Soclaty's Canches v, Cancer Golf Classic &
Gala, Sumday through June 2, & seoond-yesr event hosted iy UNLY coach Lon Kivger.

“I've get maybe pa strong @ relationship with Lon 38 wou can have with & Bval” said Boylen, who
recently signed @ new fee-yest contract worth $8S0.000 0 yewr, 3 Ngure that could Increase o3 §1
milion with bonuses,

Kruger desigrad & rguably e MW C's second-toughest nonconference schadule Fast seatan, when the
Rebels mecorded marques victuries over Loulsvilbe sad Asizona.

But the MWC got only two trams -- [Rah a5 am artomatic qualitier and Beighem Young = &n at-large
sefection -- Inbte the NCAL Tounasent, and both kst (13 che fSrst roend.

San Diega State, which kst the comference toornzment thamgplonship te the Utes, was snubbed
because of s weak nonconference schadule, New Maxics #nd Wyoming alsc played soft schadules.

Only Utah, BYLU and UNLY ventured out of conference and beat 2ite opponents, 2nd the Cougars” bedt
win was against Uiah Stahe,

"Qur ponl 3t Utat 15 to gt Into tive NCAA Toumament before we gat bo the confersnce toumacent, of
be sdld enough that ¥ we get one win in the conferenoe ourmament, we're in," Boylen sald. “We oy
o (schedube) six kind of big-time games., That's what yau have &0 do.”

The Utes ranked No. 12 | the Ratings Percantage [ndex polsg ioto last season's confereace

hitp://thetobolair. com/forum/showthread. php?10989-Utes-Boykn-MWC-needs-to-schedule...  4/5/2010
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BOWTIamEnt At the Thomas B Mack Centes.

Gemes against Division IT opponents doa coont inthe RPI, Boples scheduled a D-J1 opponent last
Sedson -~ ardf Jost ko Soulhwest Baprist - gad Knuper haz one, Fitsburg Stabe, on the schedele next
WAL,

For ther MIWC o be In bettar position 1o get MCAA se-large Spots, Boyien said, coaches need ko
schedwle bz improve thelr beams' RFL.

Eyien said he and his staff sudy sl potertial opponeats by chating retuming players and starvers,
the perosntage of olffanse returning 3nd by projesting tearms® records and RPES based on thel !
Khedules. "We'm making some educated decizions.” he sld. i
The conference Jurmnament |s ancthee example of Siferent phifosophies among cosches. T wi be 2t
the Thomas & Mack next season, completing 2 four-yesr contract. Adninistraioes and coaches at 311
anif New Mexico hawe beon outspaloen shout moving the kounament.

"1 think It will sty in Yegas. ['va never complaioed sbout it being there bacavss I Hink that's the
bast place for It" Boylen sakl

*Sa many people complain about the coolerencs toummment being (n Vegas, but tey go there
thinking they need to win thres games, Last sesson, 1 el we were [ befone we evan ot Lhere,”

+ WITES — Calvomia's Mike Monigomery and Kansas State's Frank Martin are among the coxches
schedulsd to atband the Coaches vs. Cancer evants. ... Ta S0 up & Kuesome for Scutham Highlamds
Golf Clubr and TPC Las Vegas or to attend the party a the Palma, go o

wirs e veals.cancer.org/ovelssvegas ar call the Amercan Caper Soclety st B00-ACS-2345,
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loboray It wasnt that our schaduie wasn't fough snpugh fast year, The problem was we didnt win encegh

games on our cchedule, OF course kosing the first game in the MW dourrament deesn't help say. T

"ﬁﬁn.nn schedule the dght teams to chatleage our beam, but not bury them sardy and take away
confldence.
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12}

i ey
._._!_l.:_ﬁ Theves In8, 775 Postal

Raghy Wit tvote

Tha Following 12 Users Say Thank You to RedPitSea For This Usaful Post:

u.owmn. Bito, Bllichuter, Gadsiwol, LOBOALTD, LODOT0M, Labodamgsl, Laboexnat, LoboMike, Swedtsh_chichs AT, TickLobo,
waliyhopp

05-25-200¢
Loboexpat #

Super Fouriioe

htipzi/thelobolair.com/forum/showthread. php?10989-Utes-Boylen-MWC-needs-to-schedule...  4/5/2010



Case 2:10-cv-00584-RLH-LRL Document 1-1 Filed 04/22/10 Page 16 of 89

Utes’ Baylen: MWC needs to schedule tongher teams Page Sof 11

Baylen is right in serme respects but the bravado ks comicak.
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Loke Lo Laguscl Huntanaan, who tares. Even the Yoots faris den't cars. 5o yeah, big seme schools will go there,
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Dowtme T i 00
_.__Fﬂﬂn 2]
o T Sl
Thihas b,

Thanked 2,003 Teres i B8 Fods
_ﬂunn F
: Grcaned 4 Thnss in 2 oz

Raghr Witk Quots
The Foliowing 2 Usars Say Thank You to LobeCulc Fer This Useful Pest:
aE5bolp, Lobodmwnaz
05-25-2009 21 |

LoboGator Wianing solves averything.

Labor Lair Kng Boylen's philosopdhy s nol news, tell ma something € don't know, And what good dhd playing the

schadule he played do him? They got into the MCAA's and choked big time, smbarrassing,

1 slreaudy bate that guy.
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Thread: Interesting article on
Player rankings in MWC

Threzd Tools Dispiay

03-11-2009
engr S 1nteresting article on Player rankingsin 71
Wise Wolf MWC
from writer In Las Vegas.
http: ffwww. vrj.comi/sporis/4 1078082 hirmnl
ol Dates Parg 2007 Formula supports Utah's Hevill as Player of Year
sretrmmessssmenmensd | 'Bird Points’ system proves worth of 7-foot-2-inch Utes
Posts: 655 center
User ID: a5
Stalus: ontine| | By MATT YOUMANS
Tharks: 12| | It took four years for Utah center Luke Nevill to quiet the

criticism that he was a2 7-foot-2-inch, 265-pound
Thanked 2,076 Times i 406 Posts underachlever. He stood head and mmn:-n_ma above the
— == | crowd but seldom was a standout as he made pragress

Groan: : é| | seemingly at the pace of his lumbering stride.
Greaned 14 Tines e 8 Posts d b "

"I definitaly thought I had the potential," Newvill said. “1

E knew that I had it in me.”

And he finally proved it o the rest of the Mounkain West
Conference, eaming Player of the Year honors.
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The Utes tied for the confgrence title with Brigham Young
and New Mexico. All three teams feature star seniors --
the Cougars are fed by guard Lee Cummard and the Lobas
by guard Tony Danridge.

Newvill carme out ahead in voting by the cenference’s nine
head waches and a medla panel, and as UNLY coach Lon
Kruger sald, "I have no argument with Newl gebting it."

But when anything Is dec/ded by a vote, there couid be an
argument, Cpinions fead to debates. Opinions supported
by statistics can settle debates.

In this case, the "Bird Polnts" systemn will be used as a
guide. Former NBA great Larry Bird revealed several years
aqo his statistical method for rating basketbzll players,
and it's a much simpler formula than what the NFL uses to
rate the passing efficiency for quarierbacks.

Bird's system goes like this: Players get one point for gach
point, rebound, asslst, steal and block, and one polint is
subtracted for each missed field goal, missed free throw
and turmover,

The method was applied to the top plavers in the Mountain
West to determine who's best and who's overrated and
underrated, at least in statistical terms.

As It tumns ouk, Nevill is He winner again. In conference
games only, he totaled 489 pasitive polnts for points
scored (267), rebounds (153), assists (16]), steals (3} and
blocks (50) and 125 negative points for missed field goals
(64}, missed free throws {19) and tumovers {42).

Nevill's 364 net polnis, an average of 22.8 over 16 games,
beat out Cummand (322, 20.1). Wyoming senlor guard
Brandon Ewing {285, 17.8), BYL sophomonre guard Jimmer
Fredette (271, 16.9) and Danridge {259, 15.2) roundad
owt the top five,

Utah coach Jim Boylen was asked how he determines who
the top player is when there are multiple candidates in 2
tight race.

"It's a guy who plays both ends, a guy who's not a one-
dimensional player, and winning is Impartant,” Soylen
sald. "If you lock at statistics, if you look at winnlng, if you
look at how other teams prepare for him, Luke is a very
worthy Player of the Year candidate,

"He has deminated the |eague defensively. He has been a
dominating player at both ends, Leke just roling down the
lane without the ball makes it hard on the defense. How do
you measure that? I think stats are one plece of It, they
are a tool, but there's more to it than that.”

Nevld is the league's only truly dominant center. Eliminate
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him from the equation, and the MWC Is ruled mostly by
guards and small forwards, with Cummard ranking as the
best of the rest.

"I would say Cummard Is the most complete player,
maybe not the best player, but the most complete,” Ewing
said. “"He rebounds, defends, and he can score when his
kearn needs him & score. He does it all.

"fou look at the box score and he's gat 25 points, nine
rebounds, four assists, bwo blocks and bwo steals, and
that's a complete game.”

Ewing said he prides himself on being an efficlent player,
and he rates No. 3 in the confarence on the "Bird Points"
scale,

"I belisve F'm a true point guard,” Ewing said. ™I go out ta
get 15 o 20 poinks, make sure my teammates are happy
and put my team in pesition to win. I know a lot of playars
are scoring 25 points, but they @ke 30 shots to gat 25
points.*

UNLV senjor guard Wink Adams was voted second team afl
-conference, but he Is tled for 25th on the "Bird Points®
list, slipping so low because of his 122 missed field goals.

The Rebels' highest-ranking player is senior swingman
Rene Rougeau, tied for elghth.

"Rene’s versatility has been huge to us because he's 2
mismatch,” Kruger sald. "Offensively, he can drive the ball
at big guys, he can post smaller gwys, and he's a good
rebounder, Defensively, he can guanrd the ball or guard
bigger guys in the low post.”

Mevill put the Utes over the top this seasan, but he
credited Bovlen, in his second year, for boasting his
development inta the leagus's best,

*When Boylen got here, we had a different mentality as a
team. We practiced a lot harder, and the focus was ¢n
defense,™ Nevlll sald. "Waking up early in the moming o
g¢ lift weights. ... Everything we've done has been a grind.
It has been tough,

"But I nesded that drive and that push to get myself and
this team te the next level.”

Contact reporter Matt Youmans at
mycumans@reviewjoumal.com or 702-3I87-2907,
Ranking the Mountain West's best

The conference’s top five players are graded by the "Bird
Points” system created by former NBA great Larry Bird,
Players get one point for each pofnt, rebound, asslst, steal
and block, A point is subtracted for each missed field goal,
missed free throw and tumover,
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Rank Player, Team Plus-Minus Total/PPG.

(1) L. Nevid, Utah 4B9-125 364/22.8

(2) L. Cumwmard, Brigham Young 451-129 322720.1

(3) B. Ewing, Wyoming 447-162 285/17.8

{4} 1. Fredette, Brigham Young 422-151 271/16.9

{5} T. Danridge, New Mexico 404-145 259/16.2

Note:; Statistics for conference games only. Averages for
156 games.

Ranking the best of the rest

The conference’s top remaining players are graded by the
"Bird Points" system created by forrmer NBA great Larry
Bird. Players get one point for each polnt, rebound, assist,
steal and block. A point |s subtracted for each missed field
goal, missed free throw and turnowver,

Rank Player, Team Flus-Minus Total/PPG.

{5) Z. Buljan, Texas Christian 396-155 241/15.1

{7) 1. Tavernari, Brigham Young 381-144 237/14.8
{t8).R. Rougeau, UNLY 342-108 234/14.6

{t8} S. Green, Utah 321-B7 234f14.6

{10) K. Langford, Texas Christdan 349-119 230/14.4
£11) R, Martinez, New Mexico 322-94 228/14.3

{12} O. Faris, New Mexlco 344-117 227/14.2

{13) 8. White, San Diego State 210-44 166/13.8

{14} L Wade, San Diego State 340-149 191/13.6

(15} 7. Willis, UNLY 369-153 216/13.5

{16} T. Johnson, Wyoming 327-118 209/13.1

{17} ). Emery, Brigham Young 271-66 205/12.8

ft18) K. Spain, San Diega State 348-149 159/12.4

{ti8) L. Borha, Utah 306-107 199/12.4

(203 A. Mugieke, Wyoming 345-148 197/12.3

(21) S. Oglrrl, Wyoming 320-130 190/11.9

(22) M, Walker, Colorado State 302-158 144/11.1

(23) A. Henke, Air Force 325-151 174/10.9

(24) M. Holland, Air Force 265-99 166/10.4

(£25) W. Adams, UNLY 348-183 165/10.3

{125} W. Gardner, Colorado State 263-98 165/10.3
{25} C. Toppert, New Mexico 244-78 165/10.3

Motes: Statistics for conference games only. Averages for
16 games for all players but Wade {14), Walker (13) and
White (12).

Reply With Quote

The Following 20 Users Say Thank You to engr For This Useful Post:

Z2inchvert, Burra kbo, Catcus Jim, CCLOLOBO, Garlshwoll, GoLobos, Howler, junior2430,

kennymofo, LasCrucesLobo, LoboGator, LoboMike, MRLobo, NMStorm, Raeob,
Swedish_chicks_Alfl1, TioLobo, ton33loc, tooth, vooperiobo

03-11-2009 ] £7 |
Eﬂ——é—v interasting. tony has one of the leagues best FG%. § guess
j his ft% did him in for this "list".. then again toay leads the
Tts Mr Lebo Lalr o you league in FG makes, but 5th in FG attempts.
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i dont know right now if I like this systern for gauging
talent.. Shaun green compares with Chad Toppert in many
categories yet when you take [nto account this system, its
not even dose.. Does It overachleve some players?

ﬂ_“!l_sn 7010 Times in 2,446 Posts

Groan: 7
Groaned 4 Times in 4 Posts

Repty With Quota

03-11-2009
#3-

Roob Wow that Bird Point system actually tracked the all MWC
team pretty well. The one glaring omissin is Ao, he was
Adrinlstrator 11th overall In points which should have made him the top

choice for 3rd team All-MWC, just a hair firom making the
2nd team. But he made neither, That was a blatant miss
by the coaches and medla.

" User TD: 3

+ Status: Oniiner
heoks: | BISS
Thanked 19,272 Twwes In 6,530 Posts
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Reply With Quots
The Following User Says Thank You bo Roob For This Useful Post:
Garishwolf
03-11-2009 . ) f4
Howler Very coot that we have three of the top 12 on the &ist.

Wise ol

Thanks: & 165
Thanked 1,206 Tenes in 228 Posts

Graaned 0 Tenes [n O Posts
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Reply With Quote

The Following User Says Thank You to Howier For This Useful Post:
Garishwolf

03-11-2009 #5

I love Tony D. and wish he wouk! have won POY but to be
honest I really don't have a problem with Nevill winning
POY. I think that most UNM fans only saw him play 2 times
this year but I saw him play at least 10 fimes and [ was
reallty impressed by how well he controlled the games both
offensively & defensively,

Mot only did Nevill lead the conference in rebounding and
blocked shots but he altered too many shots to count. He
was really a force on defense and the maln focus of every
other t2am on offense. Plus he rebounds really well. Faris
outplayed Nevili in bead to head matchups but overall
Luke is still a great player. Hats off to Faris for playing so
well against Nevlll and hopefully he can do Kk again if

== | needed. Heck, Nevill had 15 points and S rebounds agalnst
0001 | the Lobas and this was considered a bad game for him.

Usat 1 185
Satus: Offtine
Thanks: 1,162
Thanked 2,081 Times in 580 Fosts
Groan: a
Groaned € Times In 0 Posts

Reply With Quote
03-11-2009 e
dcrowley It makes me wander how IR and Cummarnd stacked up last
year. I couldn't find enough stats to do the calculation.

Alpha Lobo Anyone?
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{Posts: 3,382
Liser Ix; 124
Stahiec: 9._584
Thanks: 5,852
.m rked 5,568 Times in 1,993 Posts

Reply With Quobe
£3-11-2009
Kent_Brockman 2% Originally Fosted by derowley 53 o
Alpha Lobo Bt makes me wonder how JR and Cummard stacked
Lp fast year. T couddn’t find encugh stats fo do the
cakulbion, Anyore?

Using various sources {1 had ko take a shower after visiting
the BYU site) I came up with these calculations.

j i Bird’s system goes Jike this: Players get one point for each
Location: KB quﬁ__m:_ point, rebound, assist, steal and block, and one point is
T subtracted for each missed fefd goal, missed free throw
Posts: 13921 | and termover.

User ID- 4

Status: ..WE JR 293 pts 132 rbs 54 ast 24 steals 21 blocks -32
TrmmemmmTm—rm—————sene) | turnovers - 34 mised ft -105{missed fg) = 353
Thanks; L5594

Fhanked 1,543 Times In 727 Fostst | |ee 248 pts 113 rbs 54 ast 12 steals 17 blocks -36
turnovers -11 missed &t -71{missed fg) = 3256

My Mood: E Draw your own conciuslons.

Groan: 1]
Greanad O Times in {) Posts

RN
HN4i RN
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"Wow at the risk of being unpopuiar this reporter places the biame
for aF of this squerely on you the viewers”
010001 1101 10111100100¢0001001 10001 10111 10114001001
10111101 1i001100100001 .

If you can nead this then you are using the 1obolalr black skin
Reply With Quote

‘The Following 10 Users Say Thank You to Kent_Brockman For This Usefui Post:
alobojg, Burro lobo, COLOLOBO, dcrowley, Duke, Garishwolf, Loboexpat, LobaMike,

Roob, wallyhopp
03-1§-2009 ™

£% Originally Posted by Howlergm
Very cool that we fave three of the lop 12 on the
At

lonbate” 1an2009] | of course so does BYU and Utah....Funny how having the

T T M best players makes you one of the best team.

Posts: 156

User [ oLl

Status ! iine

Thanks: m

Thanked 183 T\mes In 82 Posts

ki deaieaes.

JGroam: G
Groaned 52 Times In 7 Posts:
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Raply With Quote

The Following 2 Users Say Thank You to Loboluba For This Useful Post:
Burro [obo, Roob

03-11-2009 #3
—.O_UO_QNHQH 2% Originally Posted by Kent_SBrockesan @
Lobo Lair King X Using various sources (1 kad to lake a shower after
visiing e BYU sie) T came up with Hese
calciations,

Bird's systermn goes e this: Aayers get one point for
each polnt. rebotnd, assist, steal and block, and one
point is subtracted for each missed Reid goal, missed
free Syow and tumover.

JR 293 pts 132 ris 54 ast 24 Keels 21 blocks -32
turnovers 34 mised 1t -105(missed ig) = 353

ioe M8 pts 113 rbw 54 ast 17 steak 17 Diocks -36
tarovers -11 missed 1t -7Ifmissed fg) = 325

Draw your own Conasions.

_ua_ Date: Dec Baw_

ey | Those nuinmbers baslcally valldate what everyone knows,
|Location: abuqerue] | e mmard cannot hold JR's Jock Strap with both handst
Posts: 2291

User 210 412

Stakus: Ooine

Thanks: 2,163
Trarked 378 Times ko 1,35 Pats Lobos under Steve Alford: *Neyer give up"
:Groan: = 45

_ Groaned 4 Times in 4 Posts

{13-11-2009
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The Following User Says Thank You to LoboGator For This Useful Post:
Reob
#£10 |
Doublealum 100% agree + Ro does so many of the things that don't
make the stat sheet. In much earier posts, 1 was saying
Wolf that he has to be at least 3rd string All MWC. He may not
be as big, or jumg as high, or be as qulck, or ....... but he
Is a PLAYER.
JoinDates | Aug 2007 .
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ ottt
s
User 1D: 183
Stakus: otine]
Thenis: 41
Thanked 786 Times in 208 Posts
Groenc L]
Groaned O Times in O Posts
Raply With Quote
The Following 2 Users Say Thank You to Doublealum Fer This Useful Past
Burro lobo, Garishwolf
83-11-2009
Howler 28 Originally Posted by Loboluba
Wise Woll of course so does BYU and Utah... .Furmmy hiow Kaving
the best players makes you one of the best feam.
#11
I see three from BYU but I only see two from Utah (neville
and green) in the top 12. Am I missing another Ute?

hite/ fthelnbalair.onm ffomm /showtheead ahn 79757 -Interestinearticle-nn-Plaver-rankines-in._. 452010



Case 2:10-cv-00584-RLH-LRL Document 1-1 Filed 04/22/10 Page 35 of 89

Interesting article on Player rankings in MWC Page 12 of 17

Thanked 1,206 Times [n 328 Posts

Groan; 14
Gmaned J Times In £ Posts

Heply S..E. Quobs

03-11-2009

#12

Garishwolf

Rs Mr Lobo Lakr B you

Boooco0000000000 L0 BUYOR, ,,; e 'S still hurtin after
the PIT loss, ask coach Fisher and I think you'd get a lot
mare TD respect.

=
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL

LOBOS!
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Location: garﬁu MM
Rosts: 330
User ID: 124
Status: Offfime
[thanks: 5,852
Yhankad 5,968 Taves in 1,993 Pasts
e,
[Groan: 11
Groaned 2 Tinnes in 2 Posts
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Lising various sowrces (1 fiod o take a shower after
visiting the BYU sia} I come up with these
cakuiations.

Birfs system goes ke this: Players gef ane point for
eacht point, rabound, assst, steal and Wock, and one
point ks sublracted for sadh missed Geld gosl, missed
free twow and tumover,

JR 293 pts 132 rbs 54 ast 24 steafs 21 blocks -32
tunovers -34 mised ft - 105 missad fg) = 352

Loe 248 pts 113 rbs 54 ast 12 steals 17 blocks -36
furnovers -1 missed it -7i{missed fig} = 3%

Draw pouir onn conchisions.

Ahhhh hahl I knew i What the forrmula Is missing |5
"From b¥U or uTah? + 30",

3ol Date: Aug 2007
e o OO0 WE ARE NEW MEXICO!lI!
s i 2009-2010 MWC CHAMPIONS
“User TDx 30
Status: Onime| Four months after the ssason started, it has long been
Thanks: 51,424 forgotten that New Mexico faced low expedtations with experts
Thanked 8,596 Tines in 4,434 Posts gﬁrgﬂﬁggﬂgssgﬁmmgmggs
’ the Mountaln West.
_Groan; o
: m.uﬂﬁnmdqum!mmoﬂm
Reply With Quote
02-11-2009 #13
dcrowley R Originally Posted by Kewt_Brocksaan g
Apha Loba
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The Following 4 Users Say Thank You to dcrowley For This Useful Post:

Burro lobo, Garlshwolf, Pretege1212, Roob

03-11-2009 - #14
Burro lobo What, nc points for crying? That's the third most important
guality in any U U or BYU players resume!
The Lobo Lair Chosen

Thanked 5,201 Tiaes in 2,021 Posts

T T | The original poink and click interface was a Smith & Wesson.

Groaned 0 Times I & Posts

Reply With Quobe
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The Following 5 Users Say Thank You to Burmo lobo For This Useful Post:

dorowiey, LIDO2kalJT, LoboGator, Lobos_jc, Rook

03-11-2009 _ #15
hungrywolfl when 1 herd about this system on the radio tuesday 1
theught it was intresting thougt how it would match up
Wise Wolf with the picks | like the system it seem Fair 3 in the top

twelve cant complain ill go for that

COCL ARROW >>>—-->

Groanad O Times in O Posts

Reply With Quote

03-12-2009 #16

what hurt Tony D is the start of the MWC regular season.
Had he posted some of the same numbers In earlier MWC
regular season games, he would have bean POY. He was
clearly the dominating player in the second half of MWC

play.

If he contirues the roll this week, he will be Tourney MVP.

hobo

Thanked 2,732 Times in 462 Posts
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Groaned & Thns in O Posts
Reply With Quate
The Following User Says Thank You to hobo mu_....im Uselul Post:
RedPitSea
03-12-2009 #17
tooth 1 would have to guess that "whining” is the either the
equalizer or the tle-breaker, whichever BYU or Litah may
ol need at the me.
ok Date: Aug H_E._
k — - S
Posts: 345
User I0: 60
Stakiss: Orlioe,
Thanks: 14
Thanked 650 Times In 175 Posts| |-
Groan: __..__H
Groaned 0 Times In O Posts
Reply With Quote
The Following 2 Users Say Thank You to tooth For This Useful Post:
Burro lobo, dorowley
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before your can post: click the negister link above o proceed. To start viewing messages, select the forem that
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Thread: Kruger rejects Rebels’
Yatigue'

Thread Tools Display

03-10-2008
badger77 gy
- PackLeades. 9 Kruger rejects Rebels’ ‘fatigue’

UNLY 'nok Iimping’ Into MWC oumey
By MATT YOUMANS
REVIEW-JOURMNAL
: 2007
s | |JNLV basketball coach Lon Kruger Is tired of hearing about
ST | | how his keam appears to be exhausted.
7

Satus: *I don't believe that,” Kruger said Sunday, a day after the
e 9" | pebels finished the regular season with a 70-63 victory
Thanks: 566} | awver Utah at the Thomas & Mack Center.

Thanked 1,444 Times In 420 Posts
*I think all teams are a little bit tired right now. This is a
tough grind. But this time of year kind of makes you forget
all about fatigue.”

Groan: )
Groaned Q Times in 0 Posts

Kruger Is not one to make excuses, but he doesn't need

I any, either. As he pointed out, UNLY won four of its last
five games and is "not limping home.”

The bast news for the Rebels, 23-7 overall and 12-4
In the Mountain West Conference, Is they get to stay
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home for the lsague tournament.

Second-seeded UNLV opens against seventh-seeded Texas
Christian {14-15, 6-10) at 6 p.m. Thursday at the Thomas
& Mack, where the Rebals have won 21 consecutive games
agalnst conference npponents.

UNLY won the Mountzin West tournament last year,
beating Brigham Young 78-70 in the championship game,
and eamed an autematic bld to the HCAA Toumnament,

The Cougars (25-5, 14-2) might be consldered slight
favorites over the Rebels going into this week's
toumament.

If the seedings hold up, Friday's semifinals could be
intriguing. Barring upsats, BYL will play fourth-seeded San
Dlego State {19-11, 9-7] and UNLY will play thind-seeded
New Mexico {24-7, 11-5).

Kruger has been fielding questions about hs team's
fatigue Factor since the Rebels’ 59-45 [oss at New Mexico
last Tuesday.

Kruger's rosber lacks depth and size. The tallest starter Is 6
-foot-7-inch junior Joe Darger, who appears to be wearing
down while defending bigger players in the low post.
Kruger Is using eight players, but sophomore forward Matt
Shaw has been the only regular contributor off the bench.

Senior point guard Curtis Terry saved UNLV on Saturday
by recording 22 points, 10 assists and five rebounds
against Utah,

But Testy also committed six tumovers, and the Rebels’
offerse was out of sync most of the game. Tesrry
constantly dribbled around the perimeter while his
teammatas boo often stood and watched his audition for
the Globetrotters.

"To be able to knock down seme shots after [ haven't hit
any for a while, that definitely got my confidence higher,”
said Terry, who ended a siump by shooting 7-for-12 and
making four 3-painters. He had scored in double figures
just once in the previous 10 games.,

BYWU, 21st in the natlon in the Ratings Percentage Index, Is
a virtual lock to make the NCAA's §5-team fleld.

The Rebels are In better shape than the Lobos, but bath
teams probably have a litde work to do before Selection
Sunday. UNLY has an RPI of 29 and a schedule strength
that ranks 71st. New Mexico is 53rd in RPI with a poor
schedule strength that renks 150th.

The Mountain West is widely projected to be a three-bid
'eague, But neither the Rebels nor the Lobos will feel
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secure an Sunday unless they reach Saturday's title game.
"If we win three games this week, then we're in and we
don't have to worry about it," Terry said. "Maybe we can
seal the deal up ocurselves."

Contact reporter Matt Youmans at
myoumans@reviewjournal.com ar {702} 387-2907.

http : /fwww.ivr].comy/sports/16441946. htm|
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The Following 10 Users Say Thank You to badger77 For This Useful Post:

Bloo, Bulichuter, Garishwolf, Lobodawg92, LoboMike, lobozrule, Maxwell58, RedPitSeq,

Roob, rrioto
03-19-2008 £
Maxwell58 The best news for the Rebels, 23-7 overall and 12-4 in he
Mountain West Conference, is they get to stay home for
Pack Leader. the league tournament.

I can't balieve that was typed inta a story. An admission of
the unfalr advantage.

mw" krd}
User [D; 52
Satus: Offlire]

Thanked 1,633 Timss in 416 Posts

e

iGroan: (1]
| Groaned 0 Times in 4 Posts
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Raply With Quota
#3
2 Originally Fosted by Maxwel58
T cant't beficve that was typed o 3 story. An
Fdmission of the wiak advanlaga.

Just stating the obvious, kinda like the TCU coach,

: Thanked 1,444 Times In 420 Posts
Groan:

1]
mdgnno._.w__ﬁﬂ__n?-@ﬂ_

Reply With Quots
03-10-2008 #4
Lostioho Still doesn‘t matter. I can't see any way that team wins
three nights in a row.
Wise Woif

Joke Date: Aug 2007
Posts: 3
User ID: 128
Stalus: Offtine
Thanked 577 Times in 28] Posts

hito-//thelobolair.com fforum/showthread . oho?4 12 5-Kruger-reiects-Rebel s-fatiove &o=5077... 452010



Case 2:10-cv-00584-RLH-LRL Document 1-1 Filed 04/22/10 Page 46 of 89

Kruger rejects Rebels' 'fatigue’

Groan: 1]
Groaned 2 Times In 1 Post
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Raply With Quate

#5

badger77 Hope s0. I think they're gettin’ tired just lickin' their chops.

Thanks: 566
Thanked 1,444 Tines in €0 Posts

bttt i -

Groan: 1]
Groaned G Times in 0 Posts

Raply With Quote

03-10-2008

#6

they wouldn't have so much fatigue.
Lobu Lair King

Wolfenl Maybe if he kept their "star” player out of the nightdubs,
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* Foruos M ArdEn LVR] Article - FORMER. HOOSIERS STAR: Alford s aim at Rebels apein

B a2 |< your Arst wisll, be w00 check owl thve IR ley cliing e ik Showe. You: may kv Ko megirier before vou-can post: dick the ragisier sk shove b
pricat. To st viewing messages, sdiect #e forem Hhat you Went i vl from He stiecton below,

+ Hoply 1o Thread sl 1RGOl S
Thread: LVRU Articls - FORMER HOOSIERS STAR:
Alferd takes 2ise wt Rebals again
L Theomd Focls  Giptar |
C2-02- 2008 . #1
LoboBen

LYR] Asticie - FORMER HOOSIERS ETAR: Alferd tahes sl ot Rebals again
we 0 | - -

With perfectly festhened hale that topped off his chai-boy Image, Steve AHond was adm bred drlng his
playing days st Indlana kor baing ome of the best pure shoaters in ¢ollepe BEaskerbal.

As 3 coach at [owa, It vas o secret thet e had Fewer adminers. And It wias not because his halrstyle
changed.

So after & mostly succesafiel run with the Hawloryes =- but oae tht Jeft Alord feeling unappreciated
by # segrment of the school's administration and fang - he et for & wammer wekome in Albuqeemue,
NN

3 : “When you're there sight years, some peopie can gt Lired of hearing pour song and dance, and fans
Lmartor: lqi want a freshness just bke coachas do," sakd Aford, whe In March replaced Richia Mckay ot Hew

Masico.
Liser um "There has boen a lot of enthmskasm aver the change, and I appraciate that. The people i Mew
e s Mexion Hrve basketbalh. Hopafuly the winning will come a5 wa continue o kg this thing.”
Thasks: Fiwe new comches joited the Mountain West Confierence this ssaon, by 23kord will nesd no
Tharked 792 Trs I 271 Inkroduction when kis Lobos (16-5, 3-3} mest UNLY {16-4, 5-1) 3t 7 p.m. woday 2t the Thomas &
Mack Center.

....- . Eaaiﬂﬁu:n:nﬂnnulﬂnnﬁdazqaiﬁoni ‘
.:F.Fﬂ._!_n—.u!m-.xuwﬁmlmwoatrﬁum__umﬂ.!niinmg:n.iiﬂ.ﬁ_!.iaﬁ;
Grmnedd Timamin B Tournament Femificls.

Fiford seored 33 polsts bo ead Indizna to & 97-33 viemry bn the Rnal Four [n New Orleans, Fraddie
Banks mada 10 J-pointers and scored 38 poinks for top-ranked UKLY, bul the Hoosiers acvarond and
dalesbed Syracuse o win tHe notiond] charmglenship.

AH that matters now |5 the Rebels are In a Ferst- place conference Hie with Srigham Young, amd Aliord 8
trylag to knock dem off sgain.

LHILY, riding & 15-game home winning streak it the confierence, his wan nine of tha pass 10 games

AN Naw Mexdco in Las Yegas.

The Lobos hawe had a week to prepare and ponder what went wrong i their 53-58 Ioss ot BYL on

Jon, 26,

"For e frgk Hma in 21 games, wa dn't match the intensity and fTort level of our opponest,” Mford

Shid,

Newr Mandco k6 led by senlor Quard 1. Giddens, mxybe the most talanced player In the Mountain

Wast. Glddens was being discplined by Mckay and did pot make the trip For last year's game at

LWLY, Sk be acored 2B points off the besch i Ihe rematdh ot Albuquergue, which the Rebels alsa

Wet,

"He's vaoy touph becsuts hi can do $o rmany things,” UNLY coach Lon Kruper said. “He can score

outskde, scora insida, be2t you off tha dribbie, and he's 3 very good offensive reboundar and good

defender,*

UNLY sevilor Corey Balley will draw the sssignament of trying to siow Glddens.

Thie Lobos will be Jusl 2% concemed about cortaining Rebels junior gusnd Witk Adwns, who has

averaged 23.7 points n tha past thee games. Adams had 27 podnts 2o KB UNLY 1o a8 75-72 ovartime

wictory over New Mexico last vear st the Thamas & Mack,

The past thrae garmes batwoen tha teams were decided by a totdl oF seven polnts, with the Rebels

Winnkng i threa

Linder WcKay, the Lobos finshed 15-17 sk year. Alford siready has siwpassed that win 1ota), and his

presence could hefp make the Moontaln West stronger,

"Anytime you add pood coathes, st's posiive for B Seague,” said Kruger, wiso went 2-0 against

AMord when Kruger wis in s fact year ar Jiinos and Aigrd wa s in his Srst year ot Jowa

“There's pratty good balance In this league. I think you're going to have tough battfey syery time you

go on the road, and thene's the potential for that 2t home, too.”

[n #ight Sexsons 2t Towa, Alced werk 152-106 and had seven straight winning seasons. He won the

Big Ten Touemarment brdice.
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But he a3isp serwed under five school presidents and bwo athlslle dinectors In sight pesry, 20 be raid
he wis dothered by constant speculation that he wanbed to leave for Incilana and follow e the
footsteps &f hils former coach, Bob Knight, now ot Texss Tech,
J:Iunimg-gﬂ.!nqnﬁi :ﬁﬂnuaﬂinsﬁﬂgfﬂignﬁiﬂuwﬁ
- "Don't ga drese becsuse ha's going b leave i a year,” * Allord 2aid.
g_nin_._n I-nn..._..nE._.uzn._.__wlx_ﬂu_-:qﬁn:nunanuﬂ:lsim}si;u_-:!ni
wand south, [t kind of made it OK For me 1 go somewhers sige.”
Contad] reporter Matt Youmans at mysumans@reviewjoarnal.com of {702} 387-2907.
It o # Py 1w comy Bparts/ 15133 29 1 . hmil
I Napiy Wk Quate.
Tha Following 9 Users Say Thank Yod by Lobelian For This Useful Peet:
Blop, Garishwolf, lobo 76, Lobivexpat, RedPitSea, Roab, rivba. UNM Class of 1972, yocpericho
02402-2008 #2
Conl Antlcie! Thaeks for posting?
Mpbe el
Moy With Crasbe
: #3
Another referance bo Knight saying mice things about LNM. Tt actually ¢oing to cheer the puy next
Hrd b comas Tt e PR

Tharind 15,27 T in pﬂa”ﬂ_

m T TOTI I .-.Iu.
H Gmaned & Thats I 4 Podts
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Raghy Wikh Quole
|
L Originady Posied by LubeRsck @ |
Anckher refarenoe Iy Gught SING rice LS 3Hout M. Tin 3okl Jolyg B0 Ohder e DUy et
e e comes i the FIE

Nice o st your back Roobd

L

'Wore giad 1o harvs you coach. As Far as Knight goag, ynu eiiver ke him or hate him, b4 doegn't leem
much oo for Geey rea.

PFaply Wh Guobs
0202008 i
Burro lobo He would be happy .ﬂ_en_._ that nln._!_u%n._._...r._ _-n_ﬂn:w e :ﬂ._.-.._l !M.“._-— be fenls. Fve always
e Lk Lt lieed Bobbp Knight, but have cringed a Hrmes, foe when he threw te r
donbee ey 2007
Localion: Pusic Vel
sdcny
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Comrmtnily  FowmAdsons  Ouitklinks  Domise M ncecd Sxarch

& Foren UMM Aord B MG FOES: UNLY 72, SOSU 69

It e o st ik, be mure b chaci cut the UG Bryr-cicking dhis Ik Abows. Yo sy’ Fusue 30 rapleier Selon vou-can ot CROC the rapieter Bai above &
procesd. To st view ing messipes, selact e lorme that yoer wand o wisit Fom the selection below.

+ Roply to Tramad Resuls 1l 307
Thesad; MYeC FOES: UWLY 72, SOSU 59
{ TresdTccs  Digley |
01-27-2008
Hloo :
Lot Tasrn 8- L n-_!ﬂ-ﬂmw:!huuhmuﬁ._ﬂ #
W7 SHARES WWies LEAD: Terry on target ot gk time

Rebal's 3-polmter snaps te, yields win at San Diego States

SAM DIEGD -- Not every shat tHLY sanlor Cuttis Tesry takes ks & thing of beauty. Ha thoew wp an s
ball sarty in Sahsday's game that was just plain agly.

He was reminded of It, too, drasing loud taunts from fans every time the ball touched his hands.

So with th4 ook winding down and the game Hed, Tery dedded R was paybeck time. Ha molled of 2
J | soreen and rnada Hhe winning 3- poleter with 26 eeconds rerralaing,. Wing the Rebeds o 3 72-69
victory gver San Digge St

"Twas looking 1o take roy shot when | had 2,7 he sald. "1 don't want 30 sound cocky, but i Belt good
remremesTrTee=y | w1 et it gon”

Ferry'a shot book the air aut of 8 season-hiph oomd of 5,131 2t Cox Aresa, and he made it in Font of
the Azters studest section that spent most of the day moacking him.

| 7 heard &, & smaing Terry said of the taunting. "1 don't care, thabgh.”

UME Y improved to 15-~4 2nd climbed [t & frst-pleoe tie ta the Moatita in v ear Confarenoe with
Brighem Young of 4-1.

San Dimgo State [14-5, 4-2) had a dhance to e, but Kyk Spain’s 3-point atbempt hi the badk of the.
mim: with Towr seconds te 9o, nd Farcs Lsreoce setensd the rebound for the Rebals.

"I wad readly @ bugh battde aH the way,” UNLY coach Con Knuger said. "H was & hostike sedeomment.
Fm raally prowd of the ough ness and the ifork.”

After Spaln made two free thnows Lo te the gaame ak 59, Kruger called tmeout wikh 38 secondy |eft
and st up & play for guard Wink Adams.

Denled on a drive to the baseine by the Aztecs’ |Lorreszs Wade, Atams spun and flred 2 pasa o
Tesry, who cams frea on the: left wing after nunning off 2 pcr=en by Rese Rougezy at the op of the
ey

*1 told Wink, *The ball is yours." Everybody knew he wis petting the ball,” Terry sald. "He had 2 :
chaace to baloe it to the hoop, bul be got cut off, sod 1w wbbe b stap beahing him and got an open
gvﬂ. :

San Diege State's Richie Wllians was short 0 & 3-polater to 1le and fouled Temry on the reboand
with 11 saconds o 0o But Terry missed the free throw, alioming the Aztecs orre mare shot.

*unfortunately 1 oowidn't hir the free throw, We wenk fust rying to odd 2 ttle more drama,” sald
Tersy, wha shot X-fior-7 from 3-point range and firishad with 10 points.

Jurdor Forward Joe Danger lad tha Rebels with 15 polnts and 10 mebounds. :
“Curtls afways does a good job of hicting big shots,” Darger sakd. "Everybody om bhe teaen had Hheic

htip:ifoww. thelobolair.com/forum/showthread php? 308 1 -MWC-FOES-UNLV-T2-SDSU.6%  4/5/2010
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moment and thelr bme to shine.”

Senior forward Coeey Bakey steppad rio the spotight fry scoring 15 polrts. Badey shat €-for-5 and
made two 3 -polrtess.

"It vas great for Corey,” Eruger sald "He has been up and down in berms of production at times, but
his attluce is greet. He made some shobs, got 2 cowpie big rebaunds ard afways dows » good job

Balley was the primary defender on Wade, who sntered o San Diego Stabe's leading soorer with 15.4
poirks pur g . Wade, 2 Cheyenne High Schoo] graduabe, was held to gight polats.

*Corey had the best ganse of bis carees,” Teny sald. "ive knew that Wade was their key. Corey
wanted 1o -guand him snd talor on that challenge.”

LUNLY shok 25-for-50 fnom the Neld sd 10-for-21 oa 3-pointers.

Mdaras finished with 13 points and six assists, Roopes had elght pokits, five rebounds dand lour
blocked shots, Sophomaore forward Mait Shaw caone oF the bench to produce saven points and g
rebourds,

Apah ARIDrnsa’s 15 poinls (ed the Artecs, Wik 3150 got 13 poinks From Spaén and 11 polnts sod seven
rebounds frorm By White. ’

A freshecian from Green Valley High, White left the game with a lower badk injury with 11:41 & go.
Ha fall haed undes the bagket on 3 Wayup atiempt, end stayed on the Aoor for about Mee mingtes
bafore being helped to the Tocker room.,

White retwrmved with 673 remainilg. AToross Scared on an ssskst from Wit to Ul San Diego Stake
wiithin 6462 at the 2:38 mark.

Terry snsuaned with a deap 3-pointer 10 seconds Intar. White thed the score 2t &7 oo 3 Wymp with
1:55 leit.

The Fetals had & 37-35 halfime lesd 2rd strafched i to #2-40 earty n the second haif.

"W's huge for us,” Tamy said. "We knew we had a chance o come In bere and take over first place.”
Comtact reporter Matt Younans at myounsans Qreviewjourmal.com or (702} 367-2912.

URLY 72, San Diegs State &9

UNLY Min R-AFT-ARAFPF TP

Bailey 28 66 1-23 04 15

Carger 30 5-11 4-4 1004 19
Mams 38 5-13 222621

[
1

Rougeau 32 3-5 2354338
Tery 29 3-8 1-33 34 10
Rutfedge 1 0-00-0C000
Wallaca 12 0-10-01 020
L33

Shaw 182-6 226127
TOTALS 200 25-50 13-16 33 17 21 72

Fedd goais—50.0%. Free thows—7 5.0,

Thres-point goals—1Q-2L (Darger 3-5, Tervy 3-7, Bailey 2-2, Shawe 1-2, Adarra 1-9, Wallace 0-1).
Team rebounds--1. Blocled shots--4 [Aougeau 4). Tenovers--14 {Tenrr 4, Adams 3, Rougeay 2,
Balley 2, Lawrence, Wallace, Darper]. Stesls—3 (Roupeau 2, Wallape).

SDSU Min FG-AFT-A AAPFTP

Woade 356 4-11 0-04 732 8

White 33 5-91-271 111
Amcroao 31 6-B2-4 603 15
Spain233-9 6731413

Gay 171-60-00103

Johnson 2 0-1 D-30 0040

Wikams 23 4-9 1-13 1410

Thomas 37 0-2 2-21902
Davis 18 3-6 1-25Q 17

TOTALS 200 25-61 13-18233 11 15 62

Field goals--42.6%. Free throws--722%.

Three-paint gods-—4-20 (AMonss 1-1, Wilams 1-4, Spain 1-5, Gay 1-5, Wade 0-1, Thomas 8-1,
Dawis 0~3). Team rebounds-—4. Blocked shots-- 2 {Wade, Amorodcl. Turmovers—8 [Spiin 2, Gay 2,
White, WElams, Wade, Amontso). Steals--9 (Spain 2, 64y 2, Thomas 2, Whie, Wilsms, Wade}.

A-=9,131. OfMiclals--Dan Chrismman, Mice Littlewood, Mke Giarratano. Techn ical Fauls--LINLY, None,
San Diego Stets, None.

httpy-fAwrwrw. thelobolair. corm/forum/showthread. php 7308 1-MWC-FOES-UNLV-72-8DSU-69  4/5/2010
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LY 37 35 -- 72
5an Diego Stabe 35 34 — 55
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Streaking Rebels hit nte 3-polnber to edge Aztecs
ASSOCIATED FRESS
4! 35 pm. Januwry 35, 2008

SAN DIEGD — Joe Darger scowed 19 points and Custle Farry hit the go-ahead 3-porter with 26.2
seconds keft to lead Nevada Las Vegas Lo & 72-52 win over San Ciage State on Saterday.

UMNLY {15-4, 4- 1 Mountain Wast) won for sighth time in nine gaenes and moved ene-half game !oﬂm
of San Diego Stake Into first plaoe.

The Aztecs {14-6, 4-2 MWC) suffened consecutive losses for the frst time in 34 pames. San Diege
State was coming ol & 53-56 [cFs at Brigham Young on Wednesday.

Terry hit the dedaing 3-pointer rom the top of the Jary, his second 3-paint shiot in tha final 2:18, to
put the Reanin® febels phead 72-59. Tamy, whi Anished with 10 points, made 3 3-pointer M the 2:18
mark to ghwe UNLY 3 57-63 lead.

San Diagy Stete missad two 3-point sttempts |n the final 12.2 saconds.

UNLY (ad the entire game axcept for 8 25-second span in the frse half, But the game was closs
thromghowt witt the Runnin’ Rebels” bighesk lead being rine points 4% miswbes into the second half,
San Dlage State Ewice ted the game in tha Ainal bwo neloytes, The st time st 57-28 on Bl ly White's
rebound basiost of 8 missed free throwr with 1:53 ramainetg. Kyle Spain hit twg rea fhnows i te the
ocone GI-59 with 45.5 saconds lelt,

Davger, who made thres 3-point shots, also had » game-high 10 rebounds. Coney Balley chipped in
15 points, ma king 8 six Neld-goal attempts.

Ryan Amorosn paced 520 Dinge State with 15 points srd Spale added 13,

Pagelof 5
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+ Reply to Thread Resants 1 ko 8 of 6
Thread: MWC FOES: UNLV 70, BYU 41- the UNLY ‘
perspective
[ TheadTodls  Display |

01-16-2008 s
Bloo .
13t Team Ai-Lota Lak ﬂ:ﬁﬁmoﬂn UNLY 70, 8YU 41- the UNLY parspactive

MOUNTAIN WEST WHIPPING: Temry's hat hand Hits Rebels
Senlor leads LINLY bo easy win aver BYL

By MATT YOLIMANS

REVIEW-3OURNAL

UNLY Basketball - Men

UNLY -- 70
BRIGHAM YOUNG -- 41

KEY: Seniar guard Curtis Terry made flve 3-polnters and led the Rebels with 21 poinks, incleding 14 n

oo -.._.w_.._.,.--..:m the first half.
Posts: 5390
Liser T): q MEXT: Wyoming at UNLY, 7:30 p.m, 1an. 23, The mtn, {334), KBAD-AM {920,
Starbus: DirHe]

UNLY junior Rene Rouvgeau (24) shoots over Brigham Young's Trent Plaisted in the RArst half of the

Thanks: 85431 | Rebels' 70-41 wvietory awer the Cougars on Tuesday night. Rougeau had 15 peints and seven
Thawed 10,450 Tanwes in 2,509 Posts| | rabaunds.

5_._:._m_.:nmnmtnq..,.a_mnrgﬂ__ﬁ;n:ni_.hmﬁ_.._z_.._.__mm=_39&mﬂm3m_ﬂ=ﬂ§mmnu.‘ngmﬂ...___..n_::o

E time at all, he turned out the lights on Brigham Young. )

Groansd 5 Times in 3 Posts, %:ﬂ-mmhw“mmﬁ_ﬁg of the strongest teams in the Mountain West Conference furned one-sided [n a humry
ight.

Terry made sure of that by scoring 14 of his 21 polats In the first half as the Rebels relled to & 7041
victory over the Cougars before a crowd of 13,074 at the Thomas & Mack Center,

Less than thres minutes Inko the game, Terry burled the firsk of his filve 3-pointers, and that all but
signalad the and fur BYU. ’

“After 1 got the frst one to go down, I was feeling in a rhythm,” Terry sald. "You can't explain |t. 1 felt
ke wherever I let It go, #t was going o go In, and [ dldn't have any hesitakion about it."

Terry's thind 3-polnber put UNLY up 19-5 with 11:10 left Im the half. His fourth 3 stretched the Rebels'
lead to 36-13 at the 4:04 mark.

He launched rmast of his shots from about 25 feet, and sabd afterward, "For me, 1t's just like a layup
Because I Feel comfortable out there.”

LINLY, which improved to 13-4 and 2-1 in the Mountain Wesk, posted ks largest margin af victory
owver BYY In 25 series mestings. ’

"I expected a really good effort,” Rebels coach Lon Kruger said. "We played extremely hard and
extremely smart.”

Junlor forward Rene Rougeau finkshad with 15 points, seven rebounds, three steals and three Hocked
shots for UNLY, which bounced back frem Saturday's 12-point [oss at Alr Force.

"The rmessage we sant was dafinitely saylng Ehat we're going to protect our home court,™ Rougeau

http://thelobolair.com/forum/showthread. php?2828-MWC-FOES-UNLV-70-BYU-41-the-U... 4/5/2010
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The Rebets shot 10-for-25 from 3-point range, as Terry hit 5 of 8 and sophomore forwand Matt Shaw
was 2-for-4.

The Cougars (12-5, 1-1) were harassed into shooting 3-for-21 on 3-painters and committed 19
turnowvers with juest five assists,

"Cur defense dictated things," Terry sakd.

Trent Plakstad, BYW's §-foot-11-inch center, __....wm held bo Rve points -« well below his average of 16,6
per game -- and shot 1-for-10 on free throws.

Plalsted was defended mastiy by 6-7 Joe Darger, with Rougeaw and Shaw jumping In to help.

“I thooght [ could haeld my own agzinst him,"” Darger said. "Flaisted Is a great; player and a very
skilled big guy, but he just couldn't get It godng tonight.™

Darger had flve pofnts and four rebounds, but what he did defensively zllowed the Rebels to defend
the Cougars' perimeter shooters.

"loe is a coach's dream,” Kruger sald. "He does whatever he has to de, and he was banging 50 much
Inside,” :

Jonathan Tawvernarl, a sophomore from Bishop Gorman High School, shiot E-For-9 and finished with
three points, Tavernarf struck the Arst Blow of the game For BYL by hitting a 3-pointer from 25 feeat,
but the Rebels scored the next ning paints, and Tavernan was no factor the rest of the game.

Freshman guard Kendall Wallace made a 3-pointer with seven minutes lefe in the haif to extend
UNLW's lead to 26-9.

Rougeau's steal and layup made the score 33-12 two minutes kater. At that point, the Cougars had 10
turnovers and the Rebals held a 17-0 advantage in points off turnovers,

Lee Cummand sosred 11 podnts For By, which was held to Its lowest point total in the series against
UNLY.

"We expected this game to be & kot more competitive,” Cougars coach Dave Rose said, "They were
Just really physkcal.”

What made the Rebels' dominance more Impressive was that their kading scorer, ME._E... guard Wink
Adams, shok O-for-5 from the field and had just Rve paints.

But Terry picked up his scoring to propel the Rebels,

"For the most part, Curtls abways shoots with a lot of confidence,” Xruger said. "He made some shots
that were deep.™

Contact reporter Makt Youmans at myoumans@reviewjournal.com or (702} 387-2907.
UMLY 70

Brigham Young 41

BYU Min M-A M-A O-T A PF PTS

Tavernarl 26 1-9 -0 1-302 3
Flaisted 23 2-3 1-10 1-6 01 5
Burgess 25 0-5 2-2 0-4 25 2
Murdock 32 2-52-28-1226
Cummard 33 4-9 2-2 2-50 3 11
Loyd 8 Q-1 0-0 3-0 1
Rese 3 1-1 0-0 1-1 0

Martineau 50-00-0 Q-0 00 0
Fredette 101-20-00-002 3
Colinsworth 18 0-3 0-0 1-1100 0

Miles 17 4-7 1-40-1G1 9
TOTALS 200 13-45 8-20 6-35 5 20 41
Fleld goals--33.3%. Free throws--40%.

3-point Goals--3-21, .143 (Fredette 1-2, Cummard 1-4, Tavernarl -5, Collinsworth 0-2, Murdock 0-
3, Burgess 0-5). Team Rebounds--3. Blpcked Shots--Z (Tavernart, Plaisted). Turnovers--19
{Cummanrd &, Murdock 3, Tavemnarl 3, Coliinsworth I, Fredette 2, Burgess, Martineaw, Loyd, Plaksted,
MHes). Steals--3 (Tavernar 2, Murdock},

UNLY Min M-A M- O-T A PF #TS

Balley 17 2-60-51-423 4
Darger 27 1-7 2-31-4245
Adams 28 0-55-70-3125
Rougeau 35 7-111-2 1-7 2 3 15
Terry 33 7-12 2-2 1-4 31 21
Rutledge 16 1-3 2-3 1-2 114
imn_nnnumm-ha-auuuun_m
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Cage0O0-00-00-0000
Lawrence 15 1-21-20-3104
Shaw 17 2-7 1-22-8357
TOTALS 200 23-57 14-21 8-38 16 13 70
Field goaks--40.4%, Free throws--56.7%.

3-point Goals--10-25, 400 {Terry 5-8, Shaw 2-4, Lawrence 1-1, Waltace 1-3, Darger 1-5, Balley 0-1,
Rutledge 0-1, Adams {-2), Team Rebounds--2, Blocked Shots--3 (Rougeau 3} Tumovers--8 {Shaw 2,
Terry 2, Lawrence, Rutledge, Rougeau, Balley). Steaks--9 (Rougeau 3, Adams 2, Auttedge 2, Shaw,
Balley),

A--13 074, Officlals--Scott Thomley, Randy MoCall, Tom O'Neill, Technical fouks--None

Brigham Young 21 20 -- 41
UNLY 39 3% -- 70

Repty With Queta

#2

It could be worse far BYE). They could have blown an 18 pt lead in the 2nd half. They just sufferad an
ald-fashioned whipping. Nothing more, noathing less. Lucky for them that they won't get a reputation
for collapsing.

httens fithal ahalaie o (e fohsdthraad ahad7238 WA ROEQTITNWT VoMM RVIT_A _tha 1T Arsini -.._
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H-16-2008
Bloo ED GRANEY: UNLV's fortunes tied to defense

15t Team AB-.obo Lak You knew it was golng to be a good pight for UNLY's basketball keam Tuesday when Curtis Terry
made hls second 3-pointer From Boulder City and Marous Lawrence made one with his eyes open. You
knew it was going to be a long night when it became obvious from countfess whistles that the
officiatlng crew was hoping to be poticed by some of the 46 people watching on the mtn.

You knew this wasn't the UNLY that stumbled to a 1-} start ih Mountain West Confarence play from
the initial defensive stop, from the first tlme a Srigharm Young guard tried te pass inside and instead
saw nothing buk harassing arns shielding his viaw.

Somewhere between being bounced by a weak Air Force skde In Colorada Springs, Colo., on mmn:_.n&w
and hosting the team most assume will role the Mountaln YWest this season, the Rebeis remembered
what eamed them those 11 nonfeague wins. UNLY wan't beat anyone the next few months I it can't
pressure the ball and contaln penetration. It obviously can beat anyvone in conference when i does,

This is a orazy part about basketball, that over a three-day stretch the same group of players can go
from not belng able to guard me off the dribble to waxing 8YU 70-41 by completely taking a system-
dictated offense out of anything it wants to do. BYU couid barely make a second pass most first-half
possassions, aever mind run anything that might expose UMLY for s miniature salf,

Thawiks: 28438 | partof it is youth with the Rebels. Part is adapting to new, move significant roles. A lot of it Is Focus

and concentration and accepting the truth that sach defensive possession sheuld be valued ke open
road on interstake 15,

UNLY didn't do any of it when escaping at Colorade State and losing at Alr Force, but did Tuesday at
the Thomas B Mack Center in a manner tha was as mﬁﬂﬂ_m_-.m‘mm It was impressive.

"L think gofng on the road (in conference} was a bit of an eye-opener for some of our guys,” sakd
Rebels coach Lon Kruger, "They leamed you have to keck In with your focus even more, We weran't
pleased with what we did Saturday, but credit Air Force, They kicked our talls,

“This is not the typical BYU. We know that. We know what to exped when we go up there to play
them. This kind of thing happens sometimes.”

Not often b this extent. This is BYD's worst boss in 25 games to UNLY and the fawest points the
Cougars have managed in any of them. BYU can be a nightmare to defend in transition, but that is on
nights it doesn't commit 19 turnovers or makes passing to a wing appear more difficult than
advanced caleulus. -

Trent Plalsted is this league's leading interior player, but the BYL center was less a Factor than Fred
Thompsan Is with voters today. Plaisted, alk 5 feet 11 inches and 245 pounds oF him, Anished with
three shots in 23 minutes, He was 1-for-10 on free throws, more than confimming kis reputation as
being dreadful from the line. :

Cradit for helping PMaisted disappear Is due smaller and yet more resillent players in UNLY's Joe
Darger, Rene Rougeau and Matt Shaw, but what the Rebels were able to stop inside was a direct
result of pressure outside, That's whera BYL shot 3-for-21 on 3s, where It was ovarmatched the first
20 minutes at an astounding level,

"I don't want bo say beo much {about Plaisted), because we play them again and he's very, very
good,” Kruger said, "I'm really proud of the defensive effort. We played extrermly hard and smark
and won the batte For position,”

The outcome might shock same if [t wasn'™t the Mountaln WesE, IF [t wasn't a league where San Blego
State loses to Northern Colorado one day and wins at Bew Mexico another, where Colorado State
neady beats UNLY and then falls to something called Panhandle State, where RPIs and strength-of-
schedule ratings are not topics for positive discussion, where BYU has now shown enough warts bo
behleve the conference tournarnent here in March is winnable for several teams.

"You kok at some of the scores and it's hard to understand what's golng on in the league,” Kruger
said. "But that's going to be the nature of this race.”

The longer his tearn remembers bo defend, the langer It will remain part of It

BEd Graney's colurmn is published Sunday, Wednasday, Thursday and Saturday. Ha can be reachad at
383-45618 or egraney@reviewjournal oo,

http://thelobolair.com/forum/showthread php?2828-MWC-FOES-UNLV-70-BYU-41-the-U... 4/5/2010
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01-16-2008

bbw, did Alr Force beat UNLY earlier this year???

01-16-2605

#5

Bloc

1t Teamm All-Lobo Lar

Lostion: Foster's Home for
Imagirary Friends

1% Criginakty Postedf by LoboRoob 2
. i Al Force beat UNLY earfier this year???

Yes, Ehey did, It was in Colorado Springs.
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01-16-2008
Bioo BYU's Tavernari flops in ratum
Est Teean AlHLobo Lar #5

Ex-Gael shuf out after opening game with 3

By TODD DEWEY

REVIEW-JOURNAL

LUHLY Basketball - Men

Jonathan Tavernari nailed a 3-pointer from the top of the circle to give Brigham Young a 3-0 lead
over UHLY on Tuesday night, but tt was all downhilf from there for the Bishop Gorman High School
graduate.

The 6-feot-6-inch sophomore sharpshooter from Brazll made 1 of 8 shots frorm Ehe Aeld and finished
with a season-low three points for the Cougars, who were routed 70-41 at the Thomas & Mack
Center, thelr most lopsided ioss to the Rebels In 25 meatings.

"1 personally hit a flat spot, and L couldnt hit a shot. 1E%s really hard when one of your top three
scorers goes {1 of 9)," said Tavemari, who entered third on the team In scoring {14.3 points) and

1 rebeunding {5.8). "I Forced a lot oF shots, but I've got bo give the UNLY defense a lot of credit. They

get up in your grill and make you make tough decislons and lose your focus,”

Tawvernarl, whose previous season low was four points In a loss at Boise State, also had three
rebounds, two steals and a block In 25 minutes, bt szld he needs to do more when his shot is off
and has 3 "milikon things™ thak need improvement.

"I've got to be the kind of (player} that, if I'm not making my shots, Fve got to help my team in other
ways, and that's really a challenge for me rlght now,” he said. *One thing I'm disappoinked with
mysedf is my mental toughress, T wasn't as mentally tough as I thought I was or had been before,
and it really hurt us.

"The coaching staff, E_umn._m_:__ {head coach Dave Rose), count an me a kat, and 1 ket him down blg-
Hme,”

Rose said UNLY's pressure defense and physical play caused major problems for his team.

"They kind of sped him {Tavernari} up and got him qut of the pace that he plays at," Rose sald.
"lonathan's & real competitor, and 3 fok of times he Erles to do things on his own and make up for
when the team's havirg problemns. Tonight it didn't work cut For him. "

For the most part, until Tuesday, It had worked out this season for Tavernarl, who has made big
strides sice last year, when ha averaged 6.5 polnts and 12.3 minutes per game en coute to winning
Mountain West Confarence Freshrnan of the Year honors,

Tavernari, who has started 11 of 17 games this season and entered fourth in minutes played (26,3},
leads the team {in 3-pelnkters made (45) and attempted [125).

He came up big in games against Ho. 1 Horth Carofina and No, 6 Louksville, scoring 13 polnks in a loss
1o the Tar Heels, In which he tled a career high with sbc 3-pointers, and pouring In 3 career-high 29
polnks in a8 win over the Cardinals,

Tavemari, who 5ald he worked hard in the offseason to shed 15 pourds and 5 percent body fat,

.| always has been able to shoot the ball, buk Rose said he has added other Facets to his game.

"Gafensively, he's really fooussd inon trying to de 4 better job of guarding, and he's & much better
defensive rebounder this vear,” Rose said. "Offensively, he's kInd of expanded his offensive game, as
far as his ability to post up and score inslde.”

w&x&ﬁ&ovn_mw.82&?%%@553&.wwm@mmmm-gﬁqﬂ-mme-CZFﬂ-qa-_wé-h:-E?::. 4/5/2010
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Contact reporter Todd Dewey at tdewey@reviewjoumal.com or {702} 383-0354,

#7

So ane you godng to grace as with ancther of your mondo game analyses for the AFA game?? AFA
baats UNLY. UNLY baats BYU by roughly 30. I'm looking forward bo yaur artakysls.

‘Postss ns|.
i iser I k|

i Thanks: 8,295
‘Fhanked 13,272 Times i 5,530 Posts]

Rioply With Quote
01-16-2008
B F
0o 8 Oviginaly Posted by LoboReob I
1st Team AlHLobo Lok 50 are YO going 10 grare us with another of ouw mondt game analyses for the AFA gamave AR
Deats LNV, L beats BVL by rougil 30, Tin focking orwand to Your analss,

You mean my amazingly Insightful analyses? Of course! ;)
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04-13-2006 .

“Iﬂn-ﬂmﬂgi-lsg
Rabals struggle to galn atiude; Air Force soars

Andersan, Falcons leawe UNLY fat-footed

By MATT YOUMANS
REVIEW-JGLURMNAL
LY Basketball - Men

| ... | MR FORCE ~- 65
UMNLY - 53
KEY; TIm Anderson soored 27 polnts for the Falcons, whe shot §2 percant froon the feld.

¥ ey | MEXT: Brigham Young at UNLY, 8 p.en. Tuesday, The min {334), KBAD-AM (520}

i | AlR FORCE MCADEMY, Cole. - Alr Force senlor Tim Andenson i aok an NBA prospect by any stretch, !
But againat a sleepy UNLY defense, he looked Bee the nexct Steve Nagh.

._.._.aa..nﬂ..Bu.dnuuE:quuﬂ:ﬂsEnmﬂﬂiigﬂa_lﬂnzgusnin—q
nnmﬂnm.mugotn_.ﬂ.imﬂulﬁ

“Andarson is a great competitor,” DMLY coadh Lon Kruger sald. "He rsaly made same big plays.”

Kruger had no compiments for his own team. After the Rebels' sixth stralght loss 2t Clune Arens,
they walked away embarrassad by an sll-around poor sffor.

1| UNLY trailed by as many as 17 points and dropped t2 12-4 overall, J-1 Fn the Mountsin West
Conferende.

Ancdarsom, & 5-foot-3-tnch guasd . shot B-for-9 a5 Ak Foroe Wt 62 percent (2 i-for-34) from the Aeid.

"Gy can't be happy with that,* Kruger said, "They fad their way with gretiy reuch amything they
wanted 1o do offensivehy.”

Owrtds Terry scored 12 points 2nd Wink Adams L1 oo lad the Rabels, who played tentativety on the
offenstve enti 2nd were missing thelr wsual defanshve inhensity,

The Falcons {9-5, 1-1} used alate 14-4 rm i take 2 32-25 haltime kead.

Aaderson's 3-poinber with 11:15 kaft in the game grited an 11-2 spudt that pul Alr Foroe wp 5437,
Aaderyon scored elght of his baam's 11 poinis,

"Wa're vary disappointed,” Temy said. “We odn't come out and hawe 2 ket of energy, enthusiasm and
e Ramsent 8 bout this game.

“Wea playad ackadalsical somewhat Our focus and inbensity just wasn't there.”

Terry and Adams combined to shoot 7-for-27. Adams hit 3 of 14 shots, including 1 of ¢ 3-pointars,
aftar making s frst 3-peint tempt of the game.

UNLY was unabie to penetrate the Falcans’ 2-3 zone defensa,

"1 hit the Arst 2 and 1 thought  was gaing to have & pood night,” Adams seid.

http://thelobolair.com/ forum/showthread . php?2746-MWC-FOES-UNLV -never-gets-on-trac...  4/3/2010
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“They played a zone, and we 400t know it wis going 10 be that extended. They had us starting our
cifense s far out, we couldn™ really et bo bhe paint We were ruonicg ouor offerse from 5 o 10 fest
behind tha 3-polst Nne.”

The Rebels shaot 2-for- L0 and had sewen tmowees n the st 10 minutes. Rene Rougeau's stexl and
Ryup pubed UNLY o within 18-15, but Alr Forcs mswered that brief by and led the rest of the way.

“1thought wa opaned up wery Jitery and saxious and a (dthe bt frantc,™ Knegar s3id. "They just
competed harder, and wa certainly seen’t 3 team thit can atlow thet to happen snd sxpect o come
aut on top*

Roupeaw Anished with five poimts, seven rebounds snd Mve steals. Corey Baley had nine points and
six rebounds. Those twe combined bo procece one of the Rebals” .ﬁ!tﬂl_ﬂ.—ﬁ.

Five minutes inte the second half, Rougesw missed a short bessline jwmper and Baley few through
the lsne for & cre-handed gam.

Arderson made 8 Fpolnter on the pexk possession to thrill the crowd of 5,146 at Cune Arena, whene
the Faicons are 64-3 since the bagineing of the 2003-04 seasen.

Andasie 3o made 3 of 12 free throws.

Krugar said UIMLY must "tource back very quickly” defora facing Brigham Young on Toestay ot the
Thomas & Mack Center,

.u.:ﬂnu:#ﬁﬂ:u?ﬂn:-. nuan...._ﬂl :r-._._sns.!_-ll.nﬁ__:uuo.nnn—ouﬂino!u..._.ﬂ_d
sakd., .

Mr Force §5

UNLY 53

UNLY Min FG-A FT-A R & PF TP

Balley 24 3-52-26139

Earger 2525 4-4215%

Ada M4 J-14 4-4 501 11

Rouvgear 32 2-4 1-2 T 14 5

Terry 2R 4-13 k-2 1 44 12

Rutlecpe 1L 1-2 -D201 3

Wallace 2 0-p -D00O L O

Lowrermoe 21 0-10-00120

Shaw 132-30-01:02 4

TOTALS 200 A7-47 —u-u__-. 25823153

Feid godis—26.2%. Frae bhvows—85. 7%,
Tiwer-poi it goals—7-24 {Tarry 3-9, Bafley 1-1, Rutiedge 1-2, Darger i-2, Adsms 1-9, Lawrence G-1)
Teaun rebounds--2. Blocked dhots—MNona, Turravers--14 [Ademe 4, Balley 2, Tery 2, Rutledoe 2,
Shaw,. Darger, Rougeau), Sieals--5 [Rougeau 5).
AR FORCE Min FG-A FT-A R A PF TP
Holand 20 2-20-63 116
Jubreon 24 2-20-134 34

Mien 224-80-26642

Anderson 33 8-99-32 10 227
Washington 38 24 1-23Q 37

Henks 32 1-6 345306
B-Anin i -0 0-0004040

Hood 13 1-1 1-2 0G24

Brocks 0 0-G -0 030D

Kenzk 1581-20-12112

TOTALS 200 20-34 14-24 24 15 17 65

Field goals-61.8%. Free throws—58,3%.

hitp:/thelobolair.com/forum/showthread. php?2 746-MWC-FOES-UNLV-never-gets-on-trac... 4/5/2010
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Three-point goals—9-19, 474 (Holtand 2-2, Andersan 2-3, Washingbon 2-3, Hood 1-1, Maren 1-4,
Henke 1-5, Kenzk 0~ 1 kTeam rebaunde--1. Blocked shits--2 (Maren, Anderson]. Tumoven-- 16 ,
{Weahingion 4, Henke 3, Johnson 3, Hood 2, Mares 2, Andersort, Brocks). Stesly—5 (Anderson 2, H
Henke, Washingtoa, Maren). i
A5, 144, Oifclals—Xm Stupin, Bobby Wetiontter, ICC, Ely, Tachalcal fods—hane.
UMLY 2528 -~ 53

Alr Forom 32 33 — £5
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BY JAKE SCHALLER
THE GAZETTE
Jarwary 1E, M106 - 10.05FM

At Foroe guard TIm Anderson’s ctions 3 bways have spoksn loudes then his words.
In: tha Second helf of the Faloons' 65-53 win over UMY on Saturdzy, the soft-spaken sanior’s actlons
work heard ut deafening declbeis,

Anderson scored 21 of his gane-high Z7 points after kaliftime, induding 14 In 2 row during an 8-
minute, 32-second span, He also comverted @ Exyup while being foslad with 1:57 remainieg 1 cubdue
n brfef LMY raly.

“Ha's a greak competitor, " sakd UMLY eoath Len Knuger, whose teamn kad its five-game winning streak
snapped and fell ty £2-4 and 1-1 In the Mountaln Wast Confarence. ™I khought throughout the Game,
but especially during that stretch, he realty made some big plave and Bnished some plays and
Incresped the margn.™

wth the victory, s foomt of an anscunced croved of 5,146 ak CTine Arene, Alr Fomce $naDped 4 twi-
gammt kaeing streak and impeoved to S-6, including 1-1 in the leagee. And coming off [ast wesi's 22-
peint loas ko Litah, the Falkons alse gained some much-needed momnentum heading lalo 8 wesk in
whiich theytl play st two of the fRugher van ues In the confarence — Wyoming® Arena-Auditorum and
The Pit 3t Mew Meica,

“Our kids lost some corfidence this weel, * coach Jeff Reynolds said. "Hopefu Ty thiz win wil glve them
sorme confidence.”

Playmg on & horme foor wibare they sme now 54-3 since the start of the 2003 -04 srasom, the Faltons
kookad mone conkident Saturday. A weak ater making anly 11 of 35 shots — ciuding just 3of 18 n
the sacond hall — apainst Urak, they made 21 oF 34 {2 senton-best 518 percent) 3gainst 2 UNLY

tearn that held Ivs fiest LS opponents i 389 percent. Six Falcons hit 3-poimers, and Ak Force shet &
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"o 1% o Deyond the aic.

Aaderson fed the way. Afver failing to hit the gim on his Arst shot, e diF sct miss a field goal Rtempt
and finished B of 9 from the foor. He knogeed down a palr of 3-pointers, was parfact on mid-range
Jempers snd showed off his sthietichsm with wisking, leaning drives to the hoop,

He made ¥ pair of fred theows [ess thaa 3 minutes intd the second b lf to ghne Ale Faros & 39-27
sdvantage, then scored the team's next 52 points, leduding twe 3-pointers and an off-ba lance ety
fyup that 18d to 2 thres-paint plry,

"Tha sholt wera thare,” Anderson said. “IE wasa't I we were calkng certsin plays or I was trying o
foroe it They cams to me.”

Andersen cred (ted the play oF his teammates for helpdig open Iings up fior him. Ale Fonce shol 11 of
19 im the Brsl half, with senbor Xekth Manen scoring nine pol s snd Jusior Hao Holland snd freshenbn
Evan Wash begton both hitting » palr of 3-pointars.

T ST gat it staried,* Anderson said. “First half these fuys were stepping up, hitting big shots.™

In addition to sooing, Anderson diracted tvaffic on offense and helzed faad a defensive effort that
hwdssed UNLY inin a dreadiyl 362 pencent shootlng perfonm mnca.

"IF wa can play defenss B we 32 hoday and shook the hall with some coasistency, I think wa can be
very good, particulsdy at home, ™ Reynokds sakd.
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.a. - NRC POES: UNLY @ AFA
Could UKLY's MWC start be any easler?

ROCKY VENUE: Tarry must b Rebels' strong point:
Serlior's rok cridical as UNLY tries o end Cluna shid
By MATT YOUMANS

REVIEW-JOURS AL
UNLY Baskathail - Men

GAME DY

60 | umLY vs, ATR FORCE
WHEN: 3 p.m. today

WHERE: Qlune Arana, Colorade Springs, Colo.
FADEO: KBAD-AM [920)
LINE: UMLY -6; takadl 118 COLORADO SPRINGS, Coio. -- An exgerienced point guard might ba the

most important igredient to winning on the road N college basketball, pnd BNLY has one in sentor
Qurtls Temry.

‘Whee the crowd noige cranks up e pressure and the bome bzam helghtens its inTensky, U Terry's
job to remain calm. If he panicy, evarpthing can Gl apart.

Mot every player thrives in a hostide eovionment. Terry reust wxced in thoss situstions for the Rebels
e be successful

"I think s 2 ot mare fun (e kncw everybody |s cheedng againet you,* ha sald. "It's definialy 2
dferent experience. Soma people shy awey rom Ik § don't shy awsy from that. | B to ek a big
shot.

"IT 1 let It Qot Do e and affect my psyche. then [ think we'll strugghe.”

Terwy a0 his teammates retum to one of the Mountein West Conference’s Eowghest venuwes ot 3 pom.
today, whan UNLY {12-3, 1-D) pfays Alr Force (8-5, 0-5) at 5,.558-ce8t CTuse ATens. .

The Rebels hawe lost ve comecutive games 2t Ciune, which ss at the basa of the Rocky Mountains,
The ai ks usully chilly Inside the tiny 2rens, which is sitached to & hockey rink.

A gen lgr point guand, Kevin Kruger, also bed UNLY into Clune [ast Jamuary, ul the result was 2 56-50
defeat. The Rebels shot 1-for-18 from 3-poind range, with Kruger msdng the one with 1:55 beit in the |
pame. i

UMLY's top thret scorers Shis season -+ fanior guard Wink Adams. Jenior forward Joe Darger and Terry |
-- oembined to ahoot 3-foc- 19 in [est yeas™s road loss to the Falcons. Temy wnt sconelss and nsoad
il four of his 3-pointery,

“That was jest 20 off day. § dens think s 8 tough shooting gym," Ter said. 7T jusd think we hit &

http://thelobolair.com/forum/showthread.php?2702-MWC-FOES-UNLV-AFA 4512010
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bad atreak and couldr et nything b drop. But hapefully sl shoot the ball a fot better this lime.”

Saace the begianing of the 2003-04 season, Al Foros i 53-3 2t home. It is 7-1 at home this season,
Incing 1o Colorado 50-50 -0n Ko, 29.

But the Falcons” Wient level has dropped sigrificanty this seasan. First-yaar coach Jaft Reynolds, an
Alr Fesoe esshstant the past bvo se3sons; Inhersed one retumiing starber k& sinlor puand Tim
Angerson.

The Rabeis, 4-4 [n Mountaln West road games last yesr, are 3-1 On the road this season. They
opened confersnce play last Saturday with & nall-biing 55-62 wickory at Colornde State.

It was nok BN impressive vickey, sspecial iy considering the Rams (ost 2t home: 1o Divigion Nl
Oklshoma Pankandie Stats oa Tussday.

Terry rescusd LGLY by Hitting 6 of 8 3-pointecs and scoring 18 points. Be wes o e floor for 38
minutes and had five ascists and o0 UMovers.

"N T would heve bogged down aed ket sverything gt to me, I think wa vrould hawe been i brouble,”
Terry sakl. )

He shewed the valoe of 8 ssalor point guand, even ¥ the §-fcol-5-Inch Terry is rmone of & shoobing
guard runnd ng the point ot of necessity,

“Alwiays whan you ga oh the road, vou need pour [eadership to step farward and give maturity and
ghve direciion, " Rebels coach Lon Xreger s2id. "in m game Bke this, that's huge.

"I think, Curtls has stegped forwand. He has shot the bal wel, and he hag glven us geod dinection.”

Temy, averaging 11.2 polnts, keads UNLY in assists (53], tumovers {31} and 3-poebers (32), His
responalbillties n road gasnes sre neagmified — e naeds bo mske big shots white operatiag the
offsnse sgoressively sd withayt ermar.

in ¥reger's four sessons, Tary has pleyed I alf 113 games, wibh 40 starts. S0 e i soited for the
Yob.

"It's hewd ko gat Uk on e read and get & win, espacisly H you gat behind and the crowd gats Inka it
Eust you can't plzy all home games, " Terry sald,

“I¥ things aven't going your way, the other team is making a nen, you can't pet amything going snd &
seams Eke wverything 15 aganst Yo ... I think some people might get tiemkd. But I bring the bal up
and I'm controiing thre tempe and reaning whak Coach calls.

“We coan't hirve guys pedting domsn o themselves if they maike & bad play. Ar home, IF you make a
bad play, the crowf [s sl behind you. On the road, ane bad play caa change the tempe of the game
and the simosphere completely. fou've got e fight through k"

Contact neparter Matt YOWmdns at myoumansSreviewjournal .com or (702} 387-2907.
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Capyright € Las Vegas Review-Iournal

Alford fights Mountain West curse
Ed Graney

If you polled media that covers Mountain West Conference basketball on a daliy basis about
which coach would be the one to lob an obscenity at an oppesing player during a postgame
handshake, New Mexico's Steve Alford might be a unanimous choice.

Well, maybe Air Force's Jeff Reynolds, but he probably would be cursing at one of his players, the
one who didn't rebound, which means he would be cursing at most of them.

Well, maybe Utah's Jim Boylen, but his indiscretion probably would be muttered to himself, which
might be followed by a complete breakdown, which would create one of those uncomfortable
moments for anyone around but not necessarily draw attention from the league office.

MNope. Alford is the one.
¥ou might not like that side of him. Many don't.
You might think him at times a whiner. Many do.

There is merit to all that — just watch the YouTube clip of Alford after Saturday's game at
8righam Young.

You need to realize, however, he has done as terrific a job coaching this season as anyone else
nationally. Maybe the best job.

iNew Mexico on March 14 has a chance to be the best case study since Platc tossed out that idea
about ethical knowledge being closely linked te mathematics. The Lobos today have an NCAA
Tournament resume that, if owned by a team from one of the Bowl Championship Series
conferences, would have them all but ensured a No. 2 seed come Selection Sunday.

But history tells us even the best Mountain West teams must annually scratch and fight and
claw and pray to be smiled favorably upon by the selection committee. If the Lobos win out and
claim the regular-season and conference tournament tities and are not placed as high as a No. 2,
their fans should be disappointed but hardly shocked.

In 2 smaller manner, postseason awards on a conference and national level now being strongly
considered should also include much talk of the Lobos.

That he received a public reprimandg for his acticns and language toward BYU senior Jonathan
Tavernari after New Mexico's win in Provo doesn't lessen the impact Alford has made in directing
the Lobos to a 27-3 record and No. 8 ranking.

If his team beats visiting Texas Christian tonight and finishes alone in first place, Alford being
named Ceoach of the Year in the Mountain West should be more foregone conclusion than UNLY
being a double-digit favorite against Wyoming on Saturday.

Alford also should be considered for the honor on a national level. If all things were even, and
they aren't, he would be among no moere than three seriously considered.

httn:fnl newsbank com/nl-searchfwe/ Archives™ action=print 4/22/2010
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He has taken a team picked fifth in a top-seven RPI feague to within one victory of an outright
title, a stretch that includes 13 straight wins, seven coming on the road,

The Lobos are 6-0 against ranked teams and own an RPI of 7 against a top-50 schedule.

Alford has had good fortune, particularly a team so healthy that it has started the same lineup
for 30 games. That doesn't happen often nowadays. It's incredibly important.

"One of the best teams in the country," TCU coach Jim Christian said. "A great team, deserving of
all the accolades they're getting. Who do you help off of? You can't leave anybody aslone. They can
all make plays for thernselves or someone else. The components are put together so well, it's
hard to say, 'OK, we're going to lock in and take this guy out.'"

That's not all coaching, but it's a big part.

Alford is a lot of attitude, some piroductive, some anncying, but he obviously arrived in
Albuquergue with the correct blueprint on how to quickly turn around what was a 15-17 team
going nowhere. His players constantly talk about buying inte a disciplined approach, which is
made easler when you win sc much.

He is probably not going to win national Coach of the Year — Jim Boehefm of Syracuse seems a
front-runner difficult to catch today from the country's best conference in the Big East — but
should be a major part of the discussion.

Alford looked a bit of a loon Saturday, walking back toward a college player and offering a choice
word with cameras from a nationally televised game still rolling.

He deserved the reprimand because, tough as it is to believe sometimes, coaches are supposed to
act the bigger person in such times,

But you can't in any way discount the job he has donea.

"A special year," he said. "You have to be a little lucky, but we've created a bit of that luck alsc.
To do what we have done, you have to be pretty good."

That's not all coaching, but it's a big part.

Las Vegas Review-Journal sports columnist Ed Graney can be reached at
egraney@reviewjournal.comn or 702-383-4618.
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ED GRAMEY: Alfgrd fights Mountain Wesk curse
ED GRANEY
MORE COLUMNS

UNLY Basketball - Men

Alford yelling wulgasity on YouTube

New Mexico coach Steve Alford was publicly reprimanded for yeiling a vulgarity at Brigham Young
pfayer Jonathan Tavernari after Saturday™s game In Provo, Utah, but Ehat deesn't diminish the job he
has done in directing the MWC-leading Lobos to a 27-3 record and 4 Ne. B ranking.

KENNY CROOQKSTON/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

IF you polled media that covers Mountain West Conferance basketball on a dally basis about which
coach would be the ene to kbbb an obscenlty at an oppesing player during a postgame handshake, New
Mexico's Steve Akford might be a unanimous choice.

Well, maybe Air Force's Jeff Reynolds, buk be probably would be cursing at gne of his players, the one
who didn't rebound, which means he would be cursing at most of them,

Well, maybe Ukah®s Jim Boylan, but his Indiscration probably would be muttered to himself, which
might be Followed by a complate breéakdown, which would create one of those uncomfortable
mgments for anyone around but not necessarity draw attention from the league office.

Nope, alford Is the one.
Yoo might not like that side of ki, Many don't.
¥ou might think himn ak times a whiner, Many do.

There is ment to all that -- just watch the YouTube clip of Alford afber Saturday™s game ak Brigham
Young.

fou need to realize, however, he has done as terrific a job coaching this season as anyone else
nationally, Maybe the best job.

Hew Mexico on March 14 has a chance to be the best case study since Plato tossed cut that idea
abput ethical knowledge being closety linked to makthematics, The Lobos today have an HCAA
Toumarnent resume that, if owened by a team from one of kthe Bowl Championship Serres confarences,
wolld have them all But ensured a Ho. 2 seed come Selection Sunday.

But history kells us even the best Mountain Wesk teams must annually scratch and fight and claw and
pray ta be smiled favoerably upon by the selectian cornmittee. IF the Lobos win out and cfalm tha
ragufar-season and conference tournament ttles and ara not placed as high as a No. 2, their fans
should be disappointed buk hardly shocked.

In a smaller manner, postseascn awards on a conferance and nabional level now being stronghy
considered should alsg lnclude much talk of the Lobas.

THRMANIN
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That he received a public reprimand fer his actions and language toward B¥U senlor Jonathan
Tavemnari after New Mexica's win in Prove doesn't lessen the impact Alford has made in directing the
Lobos bo a 27-3 record and Mo. 3 ranking.

If his team beats visiting Texas Christlan tonight and finlshes alene in first place, Alford belng named
Coach of the Year in the Mountaln West should be more Foregone conglusion than UNLY being a
double-digit favorite against Wyoming on Saturday.

Alford alse should be considered for the honor on a national level, I all things were even, and they
aren’t, he would be among no more than three sericusly considered,

He has taken a team picked fifth In a top-geven RPI league to within cne victory of an sutrighk kitle, 2
stretch that includes 13 strakght wins, seven coming on the road,

The Lobos are 6-0 agalnst ranked teams and own an RPI of 7 against a top-50 sthedule,

Alford has had good fortune, particularly a team so heatthy that | has started the same lineup for 30
gamaes. Thak doesn't happen often nowadays. It's Incredibly important.,

"Cne of the best teams in the country,® TCU ceach Jim Christian said, "4 great team, deserving of all
the accolades they're getting. Who do you help off of? You can't leave anybody alone, They can all
make plays for themselves or someone else. The components are put together so well, it's havd to
say, "OK, we're going to lock In and take this guy out’ "

That's not alk coaching, but It's a big part.

Alford is a lot of attltude, some producklve, same annoying, but he obviously amived In Albuquerque
with the correct blueprint an how ko quickly turn around what was a 15-17 team going nowhere. His
players constantfy talk about buying into a disciplined approach, which Is made sasier when you win
s0 much.

He is probably not going te win national Caach of the Year -- Jim Boeheim of Syracuse seems a frant-
runner difficult to catch today from the country™s besk conference in the Big East -- but should be a
majoer part of the discussion,

Alford looked a bit of a loon Saturday, walking back toward a college pavyer and offering a chalce
word with cameras from a nationally televised game still rolling.

He deserved the reprimand because, tawgh as it s to believe sometimes, coaches are supposed to act
the bigger persgn in such times.

But you can't in any way discaunk the job he has done.

A special year,” he said. “"You have to be a bitHe fucky, buk we've created a bit of that luck also, To do
what we have done, you have o be pretty good.”

That's not all coaching, but it's a big part,

Las Vegas Review-Joumal sports columnise BEd Graney can be reached at egraney@reviewjournal,com
or 712-383-4618.
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