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LV lawyers leave their mark on 'The Defenders'

Las Vegas lawyers the inspiration for 'The Defenders,’ starring Jerry
O'Connell, Jim Belushi

By CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE
LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

Plenty of people are rooting for CBS' new Las Vegas legal drama, "The Defenders," which
premieres at 10 p.m. today on KLAS-TV, Channel 8.

Among them, Michael Cristalli and Marc Saggese, the local lawyers on whom the series is based,
and viewers ready to embrace something on CBS other than crime procedurals -- and spinoffs of
crime procedurals.

But perhaps no one is hoping the series is a hit more than co-star Jerry O'Connell.

"This show better be successful," he says, "because if we keep shooting in Vegas, and my wife
keeps coming up there, I'm gonna be dead-ass broke.

"I tried to steer her toward Planet Hollywood, toward that H&M and toward the Urban Outfitters,
but no," he adds, in mock wonderment of his missus, supermodel-turned-actress Rebecca Romijn.
"Everything goes toward the Palazzo. And my gosh, in the Aria, when she got in the Aria, that's it.
It was over for me."

The actor plays Pete Kaczmarek, a fictionalized version of Saggese, alongside Jim Belushi's Cristalli
stand-in, Nick Morelli. And O'Connell knows Planet Hollywood Resort well. After all, his character
lives there.

Just don't start having flashbacks of "Dr. Vegas," TV's most recent Las Vegas-based drama, also
on CBS, that cast Rob Lowe as an in-house physician in a Strip resort and lasted all of five
episodes in 2004.

Or confuse it with E.G. Marshall's landmark '60s drama of the same name.

"The Defenders” is flashy, funny and irreverent -- think of it as a buddy lawyer show -- that takes
itself fairly seriously despite the presence of a new associate ("Friday Night Lights' " Jurnee
Smollett) who stripped her way through law school and Clyde (Bruce Jarchow), "the best adult film
lawyer in the business."

The project began as a documentary by Harry Gantz and Joe Gantz ("Taxicab Confessions," the

Pahrump-based "Pleasure for Sale") then morphed into a proposed reality show starring Cristalli
and Saggese before CBS began developing it as a scripted series. And the lawyers don't seem to
mind not being on camera.
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"When I heard that Belushi got cast, I was very happy," Cristalli says. "I couldn't imagine that we
would've gotten a star that big. It was over and above what I anticipated.”

And the actor was passionate about "The Defenders” from the beginning. O'Connell says during his
first meeting with Belushi, a get-together he expected would be a quick how-ya-doin', great-to-
meet-ya, Belushi asked whether he'd seen the documentary. The next thing O'Connell knew, he
was watching the hour-and-40-minute film.

"I have a sitter that's on the clock, and I'm sitting there watching this documentary, and Jim was
acting out the documentary next to the TV."

Cristalli spent several days with Belushi, letting the actor study his personality and mannerisms.

"We totally hit it off," the attorney says. "I mean, he's just a super, super guy. I really like him a
lot."

The feeling, it seems, was mutual.

"I love his bedside manner with clients and the confidence he gives someone when he's talking to
them about how he's going to take care of it," the actor says of Cristalli. "And I approach my
scenes with the visual of Michael in my head."

"The Defenders” isn't the attorneys' first brush with fame -- among their more celebrated clients
were accused Ted Binion killer Sandy Murphy and bodybuilding murder defendants Craig Titus and
Kelly Ryan -- but Saggese still can't believe the good fortune of seeing the scripted version of
himself.

"You don't get much cooler than Jerry O'Connell, and I think he is a great guy and a great actor,"
he says. "I'm honored. I'm like, 'Me? Jerry O'Connell's going to be playing me?' It's still sinking in."

O'Connell spent almost a week shadowing Saggese. Taking in a 51s game. Playing a round of golf.
"God, there's so many cool spots downtown!" he gushes. But it was all in the name of research.

"They're able to pick up on nuances that I don't even know I have," Saggese says of the actors. "If
we're engaged in any banter or discussion, or we're arguing over a point of law ... they see that,"
he adds. "We don't even notice them notice that. And then the next thing you know, it comes to
life."

Cristalli and Saggese's involvement didn't end with prepping the actors to play them. The cases on
"The Defenders" are based on ones they've handled. One or the other of them is in contact with
the show's writers almost daily. And the duo travel to L.A. for a couple of days every week or two,
either to visit the set or the writers' room.

The attorneys hosted the show's staff of 14 writers for a few days in the early going, and the
writers rarely are shy about running ideas past Cristalli and Saggese.

Still, first and foremost, "The Defenders” is entertainment, so creative liberties were taken.

Whereas Belushi's Nick Morelli is separated from -- and having an investigator trail -- his wife,
Cristalli is happily married. And while O'Connell's Pete Kaczmarek is an unapologetic playboy who
beds both a flight attendant and a prosecutor in tonight's first episode alone, Saggese is a
newlywed.

Cristalli says while his firm doesn't have an "adult film lawyer," per se, it does employ a first-
amendment lawyer, and the majority of those cases involve the adult industry. And the array of
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porn stars that fills the law office lobby on TV?
"It happens,” he admits, laughing. "Maybe not to the degree that it's shown in the show.”

The one thing "The Defenders" absolutely gets right is the duo's love of a good martini, just not at
10:30 a.m., which is when Belushi's character is first seen, and first seen having one.

"Michael and Marc like to have their martini at night, believe me," Belushi says. "I went to Piero's"
-- the local institution that's the basis for the favorite hangout on "The Defenders" -- "and had one
of the largest martinis, with olives and blue cheese, that I've ever had."

They've had such a good time together, the actors and their inspirations, they all filmed one of
those I'm-not-a-lawyer-but-I-play-one-on-TV commercials. Belushi sounds nearly as proud of that
as he does "The Defenders," laughing as he describes his time spent rattling off the nhumber for
potential clients to call.

A jazzed O'Connell, who still has a boyish enthusiasm despite already having spent a quarter-
century in the business, raves about the spot as well.

"I cannot wait. Late-night Vegas TV, I'm gonna be in my hotel room, and I see a Cristalli &
Saggese commercial come up with the Beloosh and I. I'm waiting for that moment. That's gonna
be a highlight of my life.”

While the four of them obviously are profiting from "The Defenders,” the city stands to gain as
well. Every episode plays like a pricey, 44-minute commercial for Las Vegas with Oscar-winning
director Davis Guggenheim having set the visual tone. And billboards in New York and L.A. that
show the actors alongside a showgirl-costumed Lady Justice, with the tag line "In Vegas even
justice is hot," tout the city as much as the show.

"CSI: Crime Scene Investigation" has no doubt boosted Las Vegas' profile over the decade it's
been on the air. And with "CSI" executive producer Carol Mendelsohn overseeing "The Defenders"
as well, both series take place in the same fake Vegas, making crossover episodes a distinct
possibility. But "The Defenders" presents the city in a less grisly, more tourist-friendly light.

"This show does sort of bring back a little bit of the Vegas swagger, you know, sort of that Rat
Pack-y" feeling, O'Connell says. The actor visited a very different fake Vegas in a handful of
episodes of NBC's "Las Vegas," but says he prefers this version, where Frank Sinatra Jr. is the
hottest ticket in town.

"All my suits are super tailored. I drive around in a '64 Dodge convertible. Everything's sort of,
like, a pinkie ring and a Rolex watch. It's a lot of fun to live this sort of fantasy. In actuality, I'm
saving for my children's college, I'm driving around in a sensible station wagon."

In fact, none of the four seems to be taking this opportunity for granted.

"We're amazed and really happy to be a part of this and to have this going on. We're honored,"
Saggese concludes. "We're really happy with what's happening and how it's being done.™

Christopher Lawrence's Life on the Couch column appears on Sundays. E-mail him at clawrence@
reviewjournal.com.

Find this article at:
http://www.lvrj.com/news/Iv-lawyers-leave-their-mark-on--the-defenders--103510064 .html

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=LV+lawyers+leave+theirtm... 10/7/2010



LV lawyerCRa®2tH8rau-01 336THe WedfRIderD ocumentHetiewFlachd048R(10 Page 5 offage 4 of 4

ﬁ%‘;g Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

Copyright © Las Vegas Review-Journal, 1997 - 2008

Go Green! Subscribe to the electronic Edition at www.reviewjournal.com/ee/

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=LV+lawyers+leave+their+m... 10/7/2010



Case 2:10-cv-01836-JCM-LRL Document 1-1 Filed 10/20/10 Page 6 of 13

EXHIBIT 2

EXHIBIT 2



LV lawyerC a8 2{A8ravAL 336-TheNbéRhdefdOCUmeNk dad Revilad INI/AOTHRAGRY7 0Pded 1 of 10

Home About Privacy Policy

Las Vegas DUI Attorney One mistake doesn't have to ruin your life. Call today! 396-8888 www.posin.com
Accident? Injured? Enough Said. Call Ed. 240-0000 or Text Ed at 240000 www.EdE
Family Law Attorney 20 Years Experience Call the Attorney Today www.2510000.com

Legal Products

A Real Income Opportunity |

winstein.com

Sacrates

This sire is powered by Socrases.

Ads by Google

NOTICE

Explore The Law .com is for student
educational purposes only and should not be
used for legal advice - you should consult an
attorney for any legal advice.

TODAY'S DATE
October 7, 2010

SPIN THE EXPLORE THE LAW BALL TO
VIEW PAST ARTICLES

pRObEEEg e

28

ez

e

The LA

e

R ST
3,

o Y

reme.Gou
kamily Law

EXPLORE THE LAW CALENDER

October 2010

M T WT F 8 8
12 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

« Sep G-

RECENT POSTS

Second Amendment Foundation Launches
Huge Online Store

Berkeley County jail being sued for
depriving inmates of reading material

Bump insists property tax breaks were

legai
Lawyer: Top Canadian commander to
plead guilty

Wells Fargo setties deceptive loans claim

http://explorethelaw.com/lv-lawyers-leave-their-mark-on-the-defenders-las-vegas-review/

: "I tried to steer her toward Planet Hollywood,
- toward that HM and toward the Urban

LV lawyers leave their mark on ‘The Defenders’ ~ Las Vega‘s‘”
Review

by ExploreThelaw on Wednesday, Septamber 22nd, 2010 | No Commants

But perhaps no one is hoping the series is a hit Family Law Attorneys www thelegalsmith.com
more than co-star Jerry O'Connell. Talk to an attorney now! Free consultations.

"This show better be successful,”" he says, (702) 433-5309

.

. "because if we keep shooting in Vegas, and my
. wife keeps coming up there, I'm gonna be
- dead-ass broke.

Avoid Filiﬂg Bankruptcy FastiTackD: f.com
Reduce Debt & Save! $15k min. Instant Debt
Relief. Feat. on CNN

Free-Bankruptcy-Law-Help FileConsumerBankieptey.co
Free Online Evaluation by a Lawyer. Get Out of
Debt - Visit Now!

Qutfitters, but no," he adds, in mock
wonderment of his missus, supermodel-
turned-actress Rebecca Romijn. "Everything
goes toward the Palazzo. And my gosh, inthe  Pro Bono Attorney Program www atoreytavidMarin.c
Aria, when she got in the Aria, that's it. It was (702) 771-9373 24 HR Hotline! Call now to

over for me.” qualify w attorney

The actor plays Pete Kaczmarek, a fictionalized Msbycoegle
version of Saggese, alongside Jim Belushi's '
Cristalli stand-in, Nick Morelli. And O'Connell knows Planet Hollywood Resort well. After all, his
character lives there.

Just don't start having flashbacks of "Dr. Vegas," TV's most recent Las Vegas-based drama, also on
CBS, that cast Rob Lowe as an in-house physician in a Strip resort and lasted all of five episodes in
2004,

Or confuse it with E.G. Marshall's landmark '60s drama of the same name.

"The Defenders" is flashy, funny and irreverent -- think of it as a buddy lawyer show -- that takes
itself fairly seriously despite the presence of a new associate ("Friday Night Lights' " Jurnee Smollett)
who stripped her way through law school and Clyde (Bruce Jarchow), "the best adult film lawyer in
the business."

The project began as a documentary by Harry Gantz and Joe Gantz ("Taxicab Confessions," the
Pahrump-based "Pleasure for Sale") then morphed into @ proposed reality show starring Cristalli and

| Saggese before CBS began developing it as a scripted series. And the lawyers don't seem to mind not

being on camera.

"When I heard that Belushi got cast, I was very happy," Cristalli says. "I couldn't imagine that we
would've gotten a star that big. It was over and above what I anticipated.”

And the actor was passionate about "The Defenders" from the beginning. O'Connell says during his
first meeting with Belushi, a get-together he expected would be a quick how-ya-doin’, great-to-meet-
va, Belushi asked whether he'd seen the documentary. The next thing O'Connell knew, he was
watching the hour-and-40-minute film.

"I have a sitter that's on the clock, and I'm sitting there watching this documentary, and Jim was
acting out the documentary next to the TV."

Cristalli spent several days with Belushi, letting the actor study his personality and mannerisms.

"We totally hit it off," the attorney says. "I mean, he's just a super, super guy. I really like him a lot."

i The feeling, it seems, was mutual.

"I love his bedside manner with clients and the confidence he gives someone when he's talking to
them about how he's going to take care of it," the actor says of Cristalli. "And I approach my scenes
with the visual of Michael in my head."

"The Defenders" isn't the attorneys’ first brush with fame -- among their more celebrated clients
were accused Ted Binion killer Sandy Murphy and bodybuilding murder defendants Craig Titus and
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